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Purposes and Authoritylf1

SECTION 1. PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY

1.1 TITLE

This Bylaw shall be known and may be cited as the "Zoning Bylaw of the Town of
Arlington, Massachusetts," hereinafteferred to as "this Bylaw."

1.2 PURPOSES

The purpose of this Bylaw is to promote health, safety, convenience, morals and welfare of
the inhabitants of the Town of Arlington; to lessen congestion in the streets; to conserve
health; to secure safety from fiyganic and other dangers; to provide adequate light and air;
to prevent the overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to
encourage housing for persons at all income levels; to facilitate the adequate provision of
transportation, watesewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements; to protect and
preserve open space as a natural resource, for the conservation of natural conditions for flora
and fauna and to serve as urban amenity for scenic and aesthetic enjoyment amnchadcreat
use; to conserve the value of land and buildings; to encourage the most appropriate use of
land throughout the Town; to achieve optimum environmental quality through review and
cooperation by the use of incentives, bonuses and design review; arddo/p and

increase its amenities and to encourage an orderly expansion of the tax base by utilization;
development, and redevelopment of land. It is made with reasonable consideration to the
character of the district and to its peculiar suitability fartigular uses, with a view to giving
direction or effect to land development policies and proposals of the Redevelopment Board,
including the making of Arlington a more viable and more pleasing place to live, work, and

play.

1.3 AUTHORITY

This Bylaw is enactunder the authority @irticle 89 of the Amendments to the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusaithin accordance witB.L. c 40A as
amended.

1.4  APPLICABILITY

All buildings or structuresrected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, enlarged, or modified,
and the use of all premises in the Town, after ffecve date of this Bylaw shall conform

with the provisions of this Bylaw. No building, structure, or land shall be used for any
purpose or in any manner other than as expressly permitted within the district in which itis
located Whenever the regulatis made under the authority hereof differ from those
prescribed by any statute, bylaw, other section of the Zoning Bylaw, or other regulation, that
provision which imposes the greater restriction or the higher standard shall govern.


https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Constitution#articlesOfAmendment
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Constitution#articlesOfAmendment
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A

1-2/ BASIC PROVISIONS

1.5 AMENDMENT

This Bylawmay from time to time be changed by amendment, addition, or repeal by the
Town Meeting in the manner provided for@nL. c. 40A, 8 5When a petition for ahange

in the zoning map is filed, such petition shall show that copies of the petition have been sent
by registered or certified mail to all abutters of the land referred to in the petition.

1.6 SEVERABILITY

The invalidity of any section or provision of tlBylaw shall not invalidate any other section
or provision herein.
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SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

In this Bylaw and unless theontext of usage clearly indicates another meaning, the
following terms shall have the meanings indicated herein. Words used in the present tense
include the future. The singular includes the plural and the plural includes the singular. The
wor d fanddeds iimaldo unl ess the contrary 1 s evi
Ai ncludingod shall not Il imit a term to spec
to all other instances, circumstances, or items of like character or kind. Tt weed" or
"occupied" include the words "designed," "arranged," "intended," or "offered," to be used or
occupied; the words "building,” "structure,” "lot,” "land,"” or "premises" shall be construed as
though followed by the words "or any portion thereafid the word "shall" is always
mandatory and not merely directory.

Terms and words not defined herein but defined in the State Building Code shall have
meanings given therein unless a contrary intention clearly appears. Words not defined in
either placeshall have the meaning given in the most recent edition of Webster's Unabridged
Dictionary.

Abandonment The cessation of a use as indicated by the visible or otherwise apparent
intention of an owner to discontinue a use of a stinecor lot; or the removal of the
characteristic equipment or furnishing used in the performance of the use, without its
replacement by similar equipment or furnishings; or the replacement of a
nonconforming use or structure by a conforming use or steuctur

Adult Day Care: A facility providing nomesidential social, supportive, bealth services,
dementia services, or any combinatibereof, to the elderly and people of any age
with disabilities, licensed if applicable by the Massachusetts Deparihdtblic
Health.

Adult Uses: All uses as described and definelassachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A,
8 9A, as amended.

Definitions Associated with Affordable Housing

Affordable Units:Rental Units priced such that the rent (including utilities) shall not exceed
30% of the income of a household at 60% of median income; or, for homeownership
units, priced such that the annual debviseron a mortgage plus taxes, insurance,
and condominium fees (assuming a 5% down payment) shall not exceed 30% of the
income of a household at 70% of median income.

Area Median IncomeThe median fafty income for the metropolitan statistical region that
includes the Town of Arlington, as defined by the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD).

Eligible Householdfor ownership units, a household whose total income does not exceed
80% of Area Median Income, adjusted for household size. For rental units, a
household whose total income does not exceed 70% of Area Median Income,
adjusted for household size.


https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section9A
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section9A
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Fair Market Rent: An amount determined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development and used by the Arlington Housing Authority to determine the
maximum rental payment to be paid to an owner under the Section 8 program,
adjusted for unit size and with an allowance for utility costs.

Alteration Any construction, reconstruction, or other similar action resulting in a change in
the structural parts, height, number of stories, exits, size, use, or location of a building
or other structure.

Arlington Redevelopment Board he Arlington Redevelopment Boaf@ARBO) which was
vested with the rights and powers of a planning board by the Massachusetts General
Court inChaper 783 of the Acts of 1971

Artisanal FabricationProduction of goodasinghand tools or smabcale, light mechanical
equipment occurring solely within an enclosed building where such production
requires no outdoor operati® or storage. Typical uses have minimal negative impact
on surrounding properties and include, but are not limited to, woodworking and
cabinet shops, ceramic studios, jewelry manufacturing and similar types of arts and
crafts, production of alcohol, ordd processing.

Artistic/Creative ProductianCreation, production, manufacture, distribution, publishing,
rehearsal, performance, broadcast, selling, or teaching of the visual arts, performing
arts, applied arts, litature, heritage, media, music, information technology,
communications media, or digital content and applications; or the invention, design,
prototyping, or fabrication, assembly, and packaging of parts for further assembly or
consumer goods for sale.

Assiged Living Residence A residential development subject to certification ungek.
Chapter 19D which provides room and board; provides assistantte activities of
daily living for three or more adult residents who are not related by consanguinity or
affinity to their care provider; and collects payments or thady reimbursement
from or on behalf of residents to pay for the provision of asgista

Athletic Facility, Indoor A facility comprised of one or more buildings or structures, with or
without seating for spectators, providing accommodations for a variety of individual,
organized, or franchised sports,cBuas but not limited to basketball, ice hockey,
wrestling, soccer, tennis, volleyball, racquetball, or handball. The facility may also
provide health and fitness club facilities, swimming pool, snhack bar, retail sales of
related sports, health or fitnegsms, and other support facilities.

Attic: An unfinished, nofhabitable space immediately below the roof of a building,
typically used for storage or mechanical equipment.

Definitions Associated with Auto Uses

Auto Body Shop A facility providing major automobile repair services such as repair,
rebuilding, and reconditioning of engines or automobiles, or collision services for
automobiles, such as body, frame, or fender straightening and repair, or overall
painting ofautomobiles.
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Auto Repair Shop A facility for the general repair of automobiles, motorcycles or
noncommercial trucks, including rebuilding, or reconditioning of engines, and the
sale, installation, and servicing of equipment amtispa

Auto Service StatianA building, structure or land useith no more than three service bays
primarily for the dispensing or sale of automotive fuels, oils or accessories, including
lubrication d automobilesreplacement or installation of parts and accessoaied
washing of automobiles

Awning: A roof-like covering stretched upon a frame that is affixed to a building and used
above or before any place as a shelter from rain or sun.

BasementA portion of a building, partly below grade, which has more thanrhaifeof its
height, measured from finished floor to finished ceiling, above the average finished
grade of the ground adjoining the building.

Bed and BreakfasA dwelling with a resident owner or manager in which lodging units are
rented and breakfast is served to the people occupying the lodging units.

Definitions Associated with Building

Building: A combination of ap materials, whether portable or fixed, having a roof, enclosed
within exterior walls or fire walls, built to form a structure for the shelter of persons,
animals or property. For purposes of this definition, "roof" shall include an awning or
any similar overing, whether or not permanent in nature.

Building, AccessoryA building, the use of which is customarily incidental and subordinate
to that of the principal buildinggnd which is located on the same lot as that occupied
by the principal building or an adjacent lot in the same ownership.

Building Area The aggregate of the maximum horizomt@sssectionalarea of all buildings
on a lot exclusiveof cornices, eaves, gutters, chimneys, steps, unenclosed porches,
bay windows, balconies, and terraces.

Building, Attached A building having any portion of one or more walls in common with
adjoining buildings.

Building CoverageThe building area expressed as a pesgatf the total lot area.
Building, DetachedA building with no physicatonnection to another building.

Building Height The verticaldistance of the highest point of the roof above the average
grade of the curb line abutting the property. Refer to Secbdhd9 5.3.2Q and
5.4.2.B(5)for detailed exceptions.

Building Line, Front A line drawn parallel to the front boundary of a lot along the front
foundation wall of a building or through the point on a building closest to the front
boundary.

Building, Nonconforming A building, lawfully existing at thegime of adoption of this
Bylaw, or any subsequent amendment thereto, which does not conform to one or
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more of the applicable dimensional and density regulations for the district in which
the building is located. (See also, Nonconformance.)

Building, Setlack Line: The line beyond which a building shall not extend, except as
specifically provided by this Bylaw.

Building Step BackUpper story building setback provided along all building elevations with
street frondige, excluding alleys.

Building, Principal A building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot on which it
is located.

Carport A roofed structure, unenclosed on two or more sides, which may serv&hakea
for motor vehicles.

Catering ServiceFacility for the provision of prepared food for delivery and presentation to
an offpremises location. Services may include provision of associated service staff
and equipment.

Cellar. A portion of a building, partly or entirely below grade, which has more thaimalhe
of its height, measured from finished floor to finished ceiling, below the average
finished grade of the ground adjoining the building.

Certificate of Ocapancy A statementinder the State Building Code&gned by the Inspector
of Buildings, setting forth either that a building or structure complies with the Zoning
Bylaw or that a building, structure or parcel of land mayfldly be employed for
specified uses, or both.

Child CareFacility: A facility operated on a regular basis by an entity licensed by the
Massachusetts Department of Early Education and QaderG.L c. 15D, § 1A
which may be known as a child nursery, nursery school, kindergarten, child play
school, progressive school, child development centersgreol, or known under any
other similar name, which receives chén not of common parentage under seven
years of age, or under 16 years of age if they are children with special needs, for
nonresidential custody and care during part or all of the day, separate from their
parent(s).

Commercial VehicleAny truck, including but not limited to step vans and cube vans, or bus,
or a registered motor vehicle including but not limited to passenger car, pickup truck,
or passenger van on which is affixed any writing or logo to designate the business or
professional affiliation of said vehicle, or where tools of said business or professional
affiliation are visibly stored on the exterior of the vehicle, or a recreational vehicle
used in conjunction with a business. A pickup truck not used for commpucdses
and on which there is no writing or logo to designate a business or professional
affiliation and which does not have tools visible on the outside shall not be considered
a commercial vehicle for purposes of the bylaw.

Common Land A parcel or parcels of outdoor space in a Planned Unit Development,
maintained and preserved for outdoor uses, and designed and intended for the use or
enjoyment of residents of the planned unit development, but not including parking
areas or ways, plib or private. Common land may contain such complementary
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structures and improvements as are necessary and appropriate for the benefit and
enjoyment of residents of the planned unit development including walks, patios,
benches, playground facilities, atedraced areas.

Conservation LandA tract or patch of land reserved for the protection, development and
promotion of natural resources and for the protection of watershed resources, as well
as for use as open space or for passutdoor recreation.

Consumer Service EstablishmenBusiness such as lawnmower or bicycle repair,
upholsterer, small tool and equipment remdakmall appliance repair

Definitions Associated with Court

Court An open, uncovered unoccupied space partially or wholly surrounded by the walls of
a structure.

Court, Inner: A court surrounded on all sides by the exterior walls of a structure.

Court, Outer: A court having at least one side thereof openittgeostreet, alley or yard or
other permanent open space.

Deck A roofless outdoor space built as an abgweund platform projecting from the wall of
a building and connected by structural supports at gradeljacent tahe building
structue.

District: A zoning district as established Bgction 4of this Bylaw.

Driveway. An area on a lotvhich is open to the sky avdhich may be paved antbt more
than 20 feet wide, built for access to a garage or astidét parking or loading
space.

Definitions Associated with Dwelling

ApartmentBuilding: A multi-family building designed or intended or used as the home or
residence of four or moréouseholds each in a separate dwelling unit, living
independently of each other and who may have a common right in halls and
stairways.

Dormitory: A dwelling, under theownership or control of an educational, charitable or
philanthropic organization which provides separate rooms or suites for the semi
permanent occupancy of individuals or groups of up to four individuals per room,
with common bath and toilet facilities dmvithout individual cooking facilities.

Dwelling: A privately or publicly owned permanent structure, whether owned by one or more
persons or in condominium, or any other legal form which is occupied in whole or
part as the home residenoe sleeping place of one or more persons. The terms
ief fi clisiegefamily,'d "two-f ami | y, " fi d-fu @ Mmiedx Yrulti- At hr
family" dwelling, or singleroom occupancy building, shall not include hotel/motel,
bed and breakfast, hospital, membersti, mixed-use,or mobile home.

Dwelling Unit: A separated portion of a building containing living, sleeping, housekeeping
accommodations, and sanitary facilities for occupancy by one household.
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Duplex Dwelling: A building containingtwo dwelling units joined side by side or front to
back, sharing a common wall for all or substantially all of its height and depth; that is,
in which no part of one dwelling unit is over any part of the other dwelling unit. A
duplex shall be considereals one principal building occupying one lot for the
purposes of determining yard requirements.

Multi-family Dwelling: A building containing 4 or more dwelling units.
Single Family Dwelling: A building containing only one dwelling unit.

SingleRoom Occupanc Building: A building with four or more rooms for occupancy by
individuals not living as a single housekeeping unit, with shared cooking and living
facilities and which may have individual or shared sanitation fesli The term
Aisim@loen occupancy buil di ng obuildings hotels n ot
nursing homesgjormitories,or assisted living residences

ThreeFamily Dwelling: A building containing threelwelling units.

Townhouse Structure: A row of at least theeeglefamily attached dwelling units whose
sidewalls are separated from other dwelling units by astgaratiorwall or wallg
andwhere each unit has its owngade access.

Two-Family Dwelling: A building containing two dwelling units, in which part of one
dwelling unit is over part of the other dwelling unit

Enclosed Entrancer Vestibule):Anteroom, mudroom, or smdbyer or lobby leading into
a dwelling unit oreading intoa larger space in a nonresidential building such as an
entrance hall or interior common area.

Erected The word erected shall include the words attached, built, constructedstected,
altered, enlarged, and moved.

Essential ServicesServices provided by a public utility or governmental agency through
erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance of gas, electrical, steam, or water
transmissia or distribution systems and collection, communication, supply, or
disposal systems, whether underground or overhead. Facilities necessary for
providing essential services include poles, wires, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits,
cables, fire alarm boxes, Ipze call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants, and other similar
equipment and accessories, but excluding buildings necessary for the furnishing of
adequate service by the public utility or governmental agency for the public health,
safety, or general welfare

Family or Household: An individual or two or more persons related within the second degree
of kinship, or by marriage or adoption living together as a single housekeeping unit
and including necessary domestic help such as nurses or sewasuht further
including not more than three lodgers or roomers taken for hire. A group of
individuals not related by blood or marriage, but living together as a single
housekeeping unit, may constitutb@sehold

Farm (or Agriculture): As defined iB.L. c. 128, § 1A

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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Flood Map. A map prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Administration
(FEMA) designating approximate flood hazard areBkod hazard areas are
designated as unnumberedZAnes and do not contain floodway lines or regional
flood elevations. This map forms the basis for both the regulatory and insurance
components of the National Flood Insurance Program.

Floodway The limits of flooding from a particular body of water caused by a storm whaose
frequency or occurrence is once in a given number of years, as detebyiREHA
or a licensed professional acceptable to the Conservation Commission.

Floor Area RatioThe ratio of the gross floor area to the total area of the lot.

Frontage The front part of a building or lot abutting on a public or private way approved by
the Town. Frontage shall be measured in a continuoeasaiong the front lot line
between the points at the intersections of the side lot lines with the front lot line.

Funeral Home A building used for preparing the deceased for burial and arranging and
managing funerals. A funeral hommy include a funeral chapel.

Garage, PrivateAny building or portion of a building, accessory to and located upon the
same lot as a residential building or upon a lot in the same ownership and adjacent to
the lot on which e served residential building is located, which is used for the
keeping of a motor vehicle or motor vehicles and in which no business or industry:
dealing with sales, servicing, or repair of such vehicles is carried on.

Garage, PublicAny building used for the keeping of motor vehicles in which a business
dealing with the storage of such vehicles is maintained either for profit or public
service. Such business shall not involve the repair or servicing of any motor vehicles.

Gross Flor Area The sum of the horizontal areasalif storiesof a building or building®n
a lot, measured from the exterior faces of exterior walls, or in the case of a common
wall separating two buildings, from the centerline of saeinmon wallas regulated
underSection5.3.22

GroundMounted Solar Photovoltaic InstallatiorA solar photooltaic system that is
structurally mounted on the ground and is not s#molunted,and does not exceed 20
feet in height.

Group Home A dwelling, owned or leased by a state agency or apmofit organization on
behalf of a state agencgperated as a supervised residence for adults with severe
disabilities, which may include educational, social, health care, and other supportive
services.

Health Club An establishment, operated for profit, providing space or faeilfbe physical
exercise or for participating in sports activity.

Home OccupationAn accessory use which is carried on entirely within a dwelling unit, and
is incidental and subordinate to the dwelling use which does not inclialesede of
merchandise on the premises nor alter the residential character of the lot or building
as regulated under Sectibr9.1 Home occupation shall not include: Personal Service
Establishment Uses; Office, Business or Professional Uses; commercial stables or
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kennels, or teaching of more than three pupils simuliasigoand in the case of
music instructionteaching of more than one pupil at a time.

Hospital An institution licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and certified by the
American Hospital Association as an accredited hospitaligirayhealth services for
in-patient and/or owupatient medical or surgical care of the sick or injured and
including related facilities such as, but not limited to, laboratories;patignt
departments, central staff service facilities, and staff offid@sh are an integral part
of the institution.

Hospital, Veterinary A building providing for the diagnosis and treatment of ailments of
animals other than human, including facilities for overnight care.

HotelMotel: A building in whichtemporarylodging is offered for compensatiomwith or
without associated amenities.

Inspector of Buildings Inspector of Buildings( A Bui Ind p a g,t Aflington,
Massachusetts.

Junk: Any wornout, castoff, or discarded articles or material which is ready for destruction
or has been collected or stored for salvage or conversion to some use.

Junk Yard The use of more than 200 square feet of the area of any lot, whetheranside
outside a building, or the use of any portion of any lot that joins any street, for the
storage, keeping or abandonment of junk.

Loading SpaceAn off-street space used exclusively for loading and unloading of goods and
materials fom one vehicle.

Definitions Associated with Lot

Lot: An area or parcel of land or any part thereof, not including water area, in common
ownership; designated on a plan filed with the Inspector of Buildings by its owner or
owners as a separate lot and having boundaries identical with those recorded in the
Middlesex County Registry of Deeds.

Lot, Corner A lot at the junction of and abutting on two or more intersecting streets or ways,
the interior angle or intersection of street lot lines or, in the case of a curved street,
extended lot hes, being not more than 135 degrees.

Lot, Interior. A lot, the side lines of which do not abut on a street.

Lot, Nonconforming: A lot lawfully existing at the effective date of this Bylaw, or any
subsequent amendment thereto, whéchot in accordance with all provisions of this
Bylaw. (See also Nonconformance)

Lot, Through A lot, the front and rear lot lines of which abut streets; or a corner lot, two
opposite lines of which abut streets.

Lot Line, Front:The property line dividing a lot from a street rigiftway. For purposes of
this definition, neither the Minuteman Bikeway nor any railroad fafhway shall be
deemed to be a street righitway.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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Lot Line, Rear Any lot line which is parallel to or within 45 degrees of being parallel to a
front lot line, except for a lot line that is itself a front lot line, and except that in the
case of a corner lot the owner shall have the option of choosing which ofdaHettw
lines that are not front lot lines is to be considered a rear lot line. In the case of a lot
having no street frontage or a lot of odd shape, only the one lot line furthest from any
street shall be considered a rear lot line.

Lot Line, Side Any lot line not a front or rear lot line.

Lot Width: The minimum horizontal distance between the side lot lines, or in the case of a
corner lot, the minimum horizontal distance between the side lot line and the opposite
lot line.

Manufactumg, Light The manufacture, predominantly from previously prepared materials,
of finished products or parts, including processing, fabrication, assembly, treatment,
and packaging products, and incidental storage, sales, sindbudion of the same,
but excluding basic industrial processing, custom manufacturing, or artisanal
fabrication.

Definitions Associated with Marijuana and Marijuana Establishments

Independent Testing Laboratorni laboratory that is licensed by the Cannabis Control
Commission (the Commission) and is: (a) accredited to the International Organization
for Standardization 17025 (ISO/IEC 17025: 2017) by a thady accrediting body
that is a signatory to the Interr@atal Laboratory Accreditation Accrediting
Cooperation mutual recognition arrangement or that is otherwise approved by the
Commission; (b) independent financially from any Medical Marijuana Treatment
Center (also known as a Registered Marijuana DispensafMD), Marijuana
Establishment or licensee for which is conducts a test; and (c) qualified to test
marijuanain compliance witt35 CMR 500.16@ndM.G.L. c.94C, § 34

Marijuana: Also known as Cannabis, means all parts of any plant of the genus Cannabis not
excepted below and whether growing or not; the sdegi®adf, and resin extracted
from any part of the plant; clones of the plaatd every compoundnanufacture,
salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of the plant, its seeds or resin including
tetrahydrocannabinol as definedNvhG.L. ¢.94G,§ 1; provided that cannabis shall
not include: (a) the mature stalks of the plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt,
derivative, mixture or preparation of the mature stalks, fibikror cake made from
the seeds of the plant or the sterilized seed of the plant that is incapable of
germination; (b) hemp; or (c) the weight of any other ingredient combined with
cannabis or marijuana to prepare topical or oral administrations, fool, dr other
products.

Marijuana Cultivator: An entity licensed to cultivate, process and package marijuana, and to
transfer marijuana to other Marijuana Establishments, but not to consumers. A Cratft
Marijuana Cooperative is a type of Marijuana Cultivatpursuant to935 CMR
500.00

Marijuana Establishment: A Marijuana Cultivator, Craft Marijuana Cooperative, Marijuana
Product Manufacturer, Marijuana Retailer, Ipdadent Testing Laboratory,


https://mass-cannabis-control.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/935cmr500.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter94C/Section34
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter94G
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/935cmr500.pdf
https://mass-cannabis-control.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/935cmr500.pdf
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Marijuana Research Facility, or any other type of licensed marijtedated business
except not a Medical Marijuana Treatment Center, also known as a Registered
Marijuana Dispensary or RMD.

Marijuana Microbusiness: A elocatedMarijuana Establishment that can be either a Tier 1
Marijuana Cultivator or Product Manufacturer or both, pursua8®CMR 500.00
in compliance with the operaty procedures for each license. A Microbusiness that is
a Marijuana Product Manufacturer may purchase no more than 2,000 pounds of
marijuana per year from other Marijuana Establishments, pursuaB83oCMR
500.00

Marijuana Production Facility: An establishment authorized to cultivate, manufacture,
process or package marijuana products, in accordance with applicable state laws and
regulations. A Marijuana Productiokacility may be licensed to operate as a
Marijuana Cultivator or Marijuana Product Manufacturer, or registered as Medical
Marijuana Treatment Center (also known as a Registered Marijuana Dispensary or
RMD), or a celocated medical and nemedical establighent, in accordance with
applicable state laws and regulations.

Marijuana Products: Marijuana and its products unless otherwise indicated. These include
products that have been manufactured and contain marijuana or an extract from
marijuana, including comntrated forms ofmarijuana and products composed of
marijuana and other ingredients that aremadied for use or consumption, including
edible products, beverages, topical products, ointments, oils and tinctures.

Marijuana Product Manufacturer: An entiigensed to obtain, manufacturer, process and
package marijuana products and to transfer these products to other Marijuana
Establishments, but not to consumers.

Marijuana Research Facility: A Marijuana Research Facility is an academic institutien, non
profit corporation or domestic corporation or entity authorized to do business in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Such Marijuana Research Facility may cultivate,
purchase or otherwise acquire marijuana for the purpose of conducting research
regarding Marijana and Marijuana Products. Any research involving humans must
be authorized by an Institutional Review Board. A Marijuana Research Facility may
not sell marijuana it has cultivated.

Marijuana Retailer: An entity licensed to purchase and transport MaijBanducts from
Marijuana Establishments and to sell or otherwise transfer this product to Marijuana
Establishments and to consumers. Retailers are prohibited fresiteofiielivery of
Marijuana Products to consumers; and from offering Marijuana Prodoctthé
purposes of osite social consumption on the premises of a Marijuana Establishment.

Mari juana Use: A Marijuana Production Facil:@
Product Manufacturer o, AMarijuana Mi crobusi
Facilityo), Mar i juana Res eladeperndentaTesting Test i ng
Laboratoryo and MawyA) Maipana Retailere @ Medical Faci | it

Marijuana Treatment Center as defined in this Zoning Bylaw.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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Marquee A rigid surfacecanopy structure projecting from a building over an exterior
entrance thereto and used as a shelter from rain or sun.

Medical Marijuana Treatment Centékn establishment registered with the Commonwealth
pursuant tol05 CMR 725.100 al so known as a firegi/ste
(RMD) that acquires, cultivates, possesses, processes (including development of
related products ugh as food, tinctures, aerosols, oils, or ointments), transfers,
transports, sells, offers for sale, distributes, dispenses, or administers marijuana,
products containing marijuana, related supplies, or educational materials to registered
qualifying patieats or their personal caregivers for medical purpasesccordance
with applicable state laws and regulations. Unless otherwise specified, Medical
Marijuana Treatment Center refers to the site(s) of dispensing, cultivation, and
preparation of cannabis orarijuana for medical use

Membership ClubA social, sports, or fraternal association or organization which is used
exclusively by members and their guests.

Mixed-Use A combination of two or more distinct landass such as commercial, lodging,
research, cultural, artistic/creative production, artisanal fabrication, residential in a
single multistory structure to maximize space usage and promote a vibrant,
pedestriaroriented livework environment.

NonconformanceA condition that occurs when a lot, structure, building, sign, development;
or land use that legally existed before the effective date of this Bylaw or any
amendments to it does not conform to one or more of the regulationsuthently
applies to the district in which the lot, structure, building, sign, development, or use is
located.

Definitions Associated with Office

Office, Business or Professiondl building or portion of a buildingised to provide services
to customers or clientele, such as an insurance agency or a real estate office, or a
service that involves some specialized skill or knowledge typically obtained through
advanced education and training, such as an attorney or erenc t . Offitee t er
business oprofessionad s hal | not i mséot auptysiciam elahtist; ax | 0"
ot her health c aOficepgvedchla €limicoonal s. ( See

Office, Medicalor Clinic: A building or portion of building containing offices and facilities
for providing medical, dental, psychiatric, and related health care services for
out pat i eOffitesMedicallonCl i nfico shall not includ

Definitions Associated withOpen Space

Open SpaceA yard including sidewalks, swimming pools, terraced areas, dpakes,play
courts, and playground facilities; and not devoted to streets, drivewaystewt
parking or loading spaces, or other paved areas.

Open Space, LandscapeOpen spacalesigned and developed for pleasant appearance in
trees, shrubs, ground covers and grass, including other landscaped elements such as
natural features of the site, walks and terraces, and also including o@en are


https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/09/11/105cmr725.pdf
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accessible to and developed for the use of the occupants of the building located upon
a roof not more than 10 feet above the level of the lowest story used for dwelling
purposes.

Open Space, Usabl&he part or parts of a latesigned and developed for outdoor use by the
occupants of the lot for recreation, including swimming pools, tennis courts, or
similar facilities, or for garden or for household service activities such as clothes
drying; which space is at least 75% operthe sky, free of automotive traffic and
parking, and readily accessible by all those for whom it is required. Such space may
include open area accessible to and developed for the use of the occupants of the
building, and located upon a roof not more thi@nfeet above the level of the lowest
story used for dwelling purposes. Open spatl be deemed usable onlyaif least
75% of the area has a grade of less than 8%, and no horizontal dimension is less than
25 feet. For newly constructed singléwo-family, and duplex dwellings with
surface parking, no horizontal dimension shall be less than 20 feet

Outdoor Storage Ared space outside of a building which is used to keep merchandise for
use, goods to be processed, or naery for use.

Owner: The duly authorized agent, attorney, purchaser, devisee, trustee, lessee, or any person
having vested or equitable interest in the use, structure or lot in question.

Parking, Accessory: Parking developed to serve the residents aotsupmployees, patrons,
or other users of a building or use, or developed to meet requiremenfgedpec
Section 6

PenthouseAn enclosedstructure above the roof of a building, other than a roof structure,
extending not more than 12 feet above the roadf @tupying not more than 3343
of the roof area.

Personal ServiceEstablishment:Retail establishments primarilengaged in providing
individual services generally related to personal needs such as but not limited to a
barber shop, hair salon, nail salon, dodfipick-up dry cleaning business or self
serve laundry, tailor, or shoe repair shop.

PhasedevelopmentA developmenbn one lot, or two or more adjoining lots in common
ownership or common control for which special permits or building permits are
sought within a period of two years from the first date of application for any special
or building permits forhedevelopment

Planned Unit DevelopmenA development under unified control designed and planned to be
constructed in a single operation or by a series of scheduled construction phases
according to a special permit andaproved site development plan to accommodate
one or more land uses.

Porch A covered area projecting from and structurally connected to a building.

Recreational Trailer or Vehiclé vehicular, porable unit designed for travel, camping, or
recreational use, including but not limited to the following:

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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a. Travel Trailer:A vehicular, portable dwelling unit built on a chassis, being of
any length provided its gross weight does not exee®d0pounds,or being
of any weight provided its overall length does not ex@stket

b. Pick-Up Camper: A portable dwelling unit designed to be mounted on a pick
up truck or chassis, whether or not so mounted.

C. Motorized Camper: A portable dwelling designed awhstructed as an
integral part of a selpropelled vehicle.

d. Tent Trailer: A folding structure, constructed of canvas, plastic or similar
water repellant material, designed to be mounted on wheels to be used as a
temporary dwelling.

e. Boat Trailer: Avehicle without motive power, designed to be drawn by a
motor vehicle and designed for the hauling or storage of a boat, aircraft,
snowmobile or other recreational vehicle.

Repair: With respect to a building or structure, any construction which replatesatsaand
does not change the height, number of stories, size, use, or location of a structure.

Research and Developme#tn establishment used primarily for research, development, or
testing of innovative information, ocepts, methods, processes, materials, oOr
products. This can include but not be limited to renewable or alternative energy.
research and development activities including the design, development, and testing-of
biological, chemical, electrical, magnetic, rhanical, and/or optical components in
advance of product manufacturing. The accessory development, faloricatd light
manufacturing ofprototypes, or specialized machinery and devices integral to
research or testing may be associated with these uses.

Definitions Associated withRestaurants

RestaurantAn establishment where the principal activity is the service or sale of food or
drink for onpremises consumption.

Restaurant, Drivén Food Service A fastorder food service establishment that provides
convenient vehicular access and may provide service to customers while in their
vehicles, and any fastrder food establishment which provides a greater number of
parking spaces thads required by this Bylaw.

Restaurant, Fagdrder Food An establishment whose primary business is the sale of food
for consumption on or off the premises which is (a) primarily intended for immediate
consumption rathethan for use as an ingredient or component of meals; (b) available
upon a short waiting time; and (c) packaged or presented in such a manner that it can
be readily eaten outside the premises where it is sold.

Rightof-Way. The line déermining the public limit or ownership on a street or highway.

Setback The shortest horizontal distance from the front lot line to the nearest building wall
or building part not specifically excluded $ection 5
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Shared Vehicle: A passenger vehicle, not to exceed 5,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating,
owned by a membership based entity which makes the vehicles available for rent by
the hour orday to its members. Shared vehicles are parked at locations remote from
the owner entity. Shared vehicles shall not display advertising other than accessory
signage which shall not exceed four square feet in total.

Shed: Ai accessory structumeot greatethan 80 square feefsed for the storage of tools or
equipment.

Definitions Associated with Signs

Balloon: A brightly colored bag made of flexible material, inflated with air or other gas and
sealed, often to make it rise in the air.

Billboard: A permanensign structure defined byg.L. c. 938 30and32 and intended for the
display of offpremises advertising.

Channel Letters: Three dimensional, individually manufactured letters or figures with an
open back which may contain a light source to provide light onto the sign background
against which the channel letters are silhouetted.

Commercial Message: A message conveyed by any sign that is solely intended to interest,
entice, or solicit any person to participate in commercial transactions with a business,
including offers of goods, cash, discounts on products or services, or tetmsy i
including the offering of free goods or services made in exchange for or with the
i ntent to induce the recipientdés willingne
possible commercial transaction.

Direct Illlumination: lllumination on a sign charadtesd by the use of exposed lamps, such
as incandescent bulbs or neon, that have no shielding and are visible to the eye.

Electronic Message Center: A sign or portion of a sign that is capable of changing by
electronic or automatic means the characterteritnumbers, illustrations, display,
color, and/or light intensity.

Flag: A fabric sheet of square, rectangular, or triangular shape that is typically mounted on a
pole.

Halo lllumination: A form of sign illumination in which neon tubing, LED, or simlights
are mounted within the letter to illuminate the mounting surface, causing a ring of
light around the letter.

LED (Light Emitting Diode): A semiconductor diode that emits light when a voltage is
applied to it.

Logo: A stylized group of letters, was, numbers, symbols, or graphics used to represent and
distinguish a business, product, or organization.

Neon: An illumination source created when a glass tube filled with neon or other similar gas
emits light when energized.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw


https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter93/Section30
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter93/Section32

Definitions/ 2-15

Notice: Temporary signs erted by a person, a town committee, student organization er non
profit organization for the purpose of advertising an individual yard sale; non
commercial public event, or lost pet.

Pan Channel Letter: A specific type of sign letter consisting of a matalenclosure
fabricated in the shape of a letter. The metal pan enclosure is used to house the
lighting and electrical components of the letter and can be mounted directly to a
building wall. The sign face is usually made out of colored plastic and cheattdo
the metal pan to seal it off from pests and harsh weather.

Pennant: A tapering flag made of flexible materials and often triangular in shape. Frequently
displayed with other pennants on a string.

Plate line: The uppermost horizontal line of a ¢huig wall upon which the roof rests.
Raceway Cabinet: An enclosed conduit for electrical wiring.

Sign: Any structure, device, figure, display, message placard or other contrivance, or any part
thereof, situated outdoors or indoors, which is designed, rocotest, intended or used
to advertise, provide information in the nature of advertising, provide historical,
cultural, archeological, ideological, political, religious, or social information, or direct
or attract attention to an object, person, institytibsiness, product, service,
message, event, or location by any means, including words, letters, figures, designs,
symbols, fixtures, colors, or illumination.

Sign Area: The entire face of a sign including the advertising surface, message, or
announcementand any framing, trim, or molding, but not including the supporting
structure.

Sign Animated: A sign, or any portion of a sign, made or equipped to move or give the
appearance of moving, either by the movement of any light used in conjunction with
a sign such as blinking traveling, flashing or changing degree of intensity, or by
mechanical means or movement of the air.

Sign, Awning:A permanent sign that is printed, painted, or affixed to an awning.

Sign, A-Frame: A portable sign and selfipporting sigrconstructed in such a manner as to
form an A-keé shape, hirgedtorenotthinged at the top. May also be known
as an Upright Sign or Sandwich Board Sign.

Sign, Bandit: Any sign that is placed on public property or on private property without the
consent of the property owner or as authorized in Se6tibn

Sign, Bracké A permanent sign mounted either to the wall of building by means of a
bracket or attehed to the underside of a lintel, arch or other overhead structure above
a porch of walkway and which is typically hung perpendicular to the wall of the
building.

Sign, Building Identification: A permanent sign consisting of letters applied to a building
wall, engraved into the building material, or consisting of a sculptural relief which
contains the name of the building or describes its function, but which does not
advertise any individual tenant of the building or any products or services offered.
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Sign, Building Mounted: A permanent sign attached to, connected to, or erected against the
wall, parapet, or fascia of a building or structure. The exposed face of the signisin a
plane parallel to the vertical face of the building or structure.

Sign, CabinetA sign with its text and/or logo symbols and artwork on a translucent face
panel that is mounted within a metal frame or cabinet that contains the lighting
fixtures which illuminate the sign face from behind.

Sign, Canopy:A sign that is printed, painted, or affixed to a canopy, typically used to accent
building entries.

Sign Copy:Any graphic, word, numeral, symbol, insignia, text, sample, model, device, or
combination thereof that is primarily intended to advertise, ifiemtr notify.

Sign, Directional: A permanent sign intended to inform the viewer of the approximate route,
direction, or location of a facility or use.

Sign, Directory: A permanent sign which provides information in a list, roster, or directory
format.

Sign, Externally Illuminated: A sign, the face of which reflects light from an external light
source intentionally directed upon it.

Sign, Face: The surface of a sign against or through which a message is displayed or
illustrated.

Sign, Feather Banner: A gable sign typically constructed of cloth, plastic or similar-non
rigid material, and attached to a vertically mounted pole that is securely fastened to
the ground.

Sign, FreestandingA sign erected or mounted on its own smlpporting permanent
structue or base detached from any supporting elements of a building.

Sign, Freestanding Projecting: A permanent sign featuring a siogldoublesided sign
face, projecting outward at a perpendicular angle from a support structure.

Sign, Fuel Pump Topper: Artgporary sign with a commercial message affixed to the top of
an operable fuel dispensing pump.

Sign, Individual LetterA cut-out or etched letter or logo which is individually mounted on a
building wall, or freestanding sign.

Sign, Internally llluminatedAny sign in which the source of light is entirely enclosed within
the sign and is not directly visible.

Sign, Landmark: A sign of historic merit, uniqueness, or significance to the community.

Sign, Marquee: A permanent sign structure placed over thanest to a building and
typically used for a theater or other entertainment use.

Sign, Monument: A permanent sign with a solid base that is equal to or larger than the width
of the sign face.
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Sign, Nonconforming: Any sign legally installed or establishadr to the effective date of
the Zoning Bylaw or subsequent amendment to it, which does not conform to the
provisions of SectioB.2

Sign, Offpremise: Any signthat directs attention to a business, commodity, service,
entertainment, product, structure, use or property different from a structure or use
existing on the property where the sign is located, and/or any sign on which space is
rented, donated or sold lfie owner of said sign or property for the purpose of
conveying a message.

Sign, Painted WallA sign painted directly onto the exterior wall of a building and having no
sign structure.

Sign, PermanentA sign constructed of durable materials and intentieexist for the
duration of time that the use or occupant is located on the premises meeting the
standards of Sectiof 2.5

Sign, Porch: A sign that is mounted @porch of a building and legible from the sidewalk.

Sign, PortableA sign that is capable of being moved and which is not designed to be
permanently attached to a building or permanently secured to the ground. Excludes
signs affixed to or painted on ahiele or trailer.

Sign, Post: A permanent sign mounted on either a single post or two or more posts.

Sign, Projecting:A permanent sign that is attached to and extends perpendicular from a
building from the wall.

Sign, Raised Letter. A sign containing cofpgo, and/or decorative embellishments in relief
on the face.

Sign, Service Island Canopy: A permanent sign mounted on or under a service island canopy,
including on a fascia.

Sign, SingleColor LED: A sign composed of singleolor LEDs, including signsvith fixed
and changeable copy.

Sign, TemporaryA sign constructed of paper, cloth, or similar expendable material, which is
intended for a definite and limited period of display and which is not permanently
affixed to a structure, sign area, or windowating the standards of Sect®.2.6

Sign, Upright: A portable sign constructed to be taller than it is wide which may be mounted
on a weighted base or similar support.

Sign, Vehicle: Any sign on or affixed to a truck, van, aubbile, trailer, or other vehicle.

Sign,Wall: A permanent sign affixed or applied to, or erected against, the wall or fascia of a
building or structure, with the exposed face of the sign parallel to the plane of the
wall or fascia.

Sign, Wall Banner: A teporary sign constructed of cloth, bunting, plastic, paper, or similar
material and securely attaed to a wall or support structure. Flags are not considered
temporary wall banners.
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Signs, WindowA permanent or temporary sign posted, painted, placeaffired in or on a
window, or otherwise exposed to public view through a window.

Sign, Yard (Type I): A small portable sign typically constructed of corrugated plastic and
supported on an4dhaped wire frame.

Sign, Yard (Type II): A portable sign mount@th a single post installed securely in the
ground with a small sign hanging from a crbss mounted parallel to the ground.

Sign, Yard (Type Ill): A large portable sign typically constructed of wood and mounted on
two posts installed securely in the gnou

Sign Structure: The supports, uprights, bracing, and/or framework of a sign.

Spinner: A lightweight, durable, and colorful device designed to be affected by the
movement of air so that it spins or rotates in a manner to capture attention.

Special Pernti A use of a structure or lot or any action upon a premises which may be
permitted under this Bylaw only upon application to and the approval of the Zoning
Board of Appeals or Arlington Redevelopment Board, as applicable, and in
acordance with provisions @ection 3of this Bylaw.

Special Permit Granting Authority: The Zoning Board of Appeals, or in the case of a special
permit which qualifes for Environmental Design Review undg&ection 3of this
Bylaw, the Arlington Redevelopment Board.

Story. The portion of a building which is between one floor level and the next higher floor
level or the roof. If a mezzanine floor area exceedstline of the area of the floor
immediately below, it shall be deemed to be a story. A basement shall be deemed a
story when its ceiling ig feet 6 inches or more above the finished grade. A cellar
shall not be deemed a story. An attic shall not be deemed a story if unfinished and not
used for human occupancy.

Story, Half A story which is undea gable, hipped, gambrel roaf, other sloped roof with a
minimum slope of 2:12where less than one half the floor area measured from the
underside of the rodfamingto the finished floor below has a clear heigh? déet0
inches or more.

Street A public or private way which is 2féetor more in rightof-way width, accepted or
devoted to public use by legal mapping or by any other lawful procedure. It shall be
synonymous with the word road, avenue, highway, and parkway, and othlar simi
designations.

Structure A combination of materials for permanent or temporary occupancy or use, such as
a building, bridge, trestle, wireless communications facility, tower, framework,
retaining wall, tank, tunnel, tent, stadium, imving stand, platform, swimimg pool,
shelter, pierbin, fence, sign, shed, or the like.

Tract: A unit or contiguous units of land under single ownership or control.

Trailer. Any vehicle which is immediately portable, and is arrangeenohed, designed, or
used for sleeping, eating, or business, or is a place in which persons may congregate,
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including a mobile home, house trailer or camper. A trailer, whether immediately
portable or no longer immediately portablecausets wheelshavebeenremoved or
skirtshave beemttached, shall not be considered a buildmtpis Bylaw.

Definitions Associated with Use

Use The purpose for which a structure or lot is arranged, designed, or intended to be used,
occupiedor maintained.

Use, AccessoryA use incidental and subordinate to the principal use of a structure or lot, or
a use, not the principal use, which is located on the same lot as the principal structure.

Use, NonconformingA use lawfully existing at the time of adoption of this Bylaw or any
subsequent amendment thereto which does not conform to one or more provisions of
this Bylaw. (See also, Nonconformance.)

Use, Principal The main or primary purpesfor which a structure or lot is designed,
arranged or intended, or for which it may be used, occupresaintained under this
Bylaw.

Use, Substantially DifferentA use whichbecause ofts normal operation would oae
readily observable differences in patronage, service, appearance, noise, employment
or similar characteristics from the use to which it is being compared.

Variance A departure from the terms of this Bylaw as the Board of Appealsauidnprize
under this Bylaw ané.L. c. 40A,8 10.

Wireless Communications FacilitAn assemblage of equipment intendedeceive and/or
transmit radio waves for providing wireless communications consisting of, but not
limited to, antennas and mounting brackets, antenna support structures, electrical
equipment in cabinets or enclosed shelters or in other enclosed spazelcables
and backup power equipment or generators.

Definitions Associated with Yard

Yard: An open space unobstructed from the ground up, on the same lot with a principal
building, extending along a lot line or front lot line and inwaodthe principal
building. The size of a required yard shall be measured as the shortest distance
between the line of the building wall (or building part not specifically excluded under
this Bylaw) and a lot line. Structures that are below the finishegkréate shall not be
deemed to occupy required yards.

Yard, Front: A yard extending for the full width of the lot between the front line of the
nearest building wall and the front lot line.

Yard, Rear: A yard, unoccupied except by an accessory structace@sgsory use as herein
permitted, extending for the full width of the lot between the rear line of the nearest
building wall and the rear lot line.

Yard, Side: A yard unoccupied, except by an accessory structure or use as herein permitted,
between the lia of the building wall and a side lot line extending from the front yard


https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section10
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to the rear yard. In the case of a lot having no street frontage or a lot of odd shape,
any yard that is not a front yard or a rear yard shall be considered a side yard.

Zoning Boardof Appeals The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of Arlington,
Massachusetts (oirBofieRBIAcof Appeal so

[Mustration of Basement and Cellar

(See Section 2, Definitions: Basement, Cellar, and Story)

Basement

A bhasement has B = A/2.
IfBis =4 ft 6 in, then
the basement s a story.

Cellar

A cellar has B < A2,

A cellar 1s not considered
a story.

f_l,llélllhlllllll Highest grade
Al B - adjoining the
el building
-——

Finished ceiling —

Finished floor

Lowest gmdex

adjoining the building

llI'I.
'

[ Average
finished grade

L]
L}
L1
%

This diagram is included for illustrative purposes only. It is not par of the Arlington Zoning Bylaw.,
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lllustration of Building Height
(Se= Section 2, Definition Associated with Building Height)

____________ +— Highest point

n
n
[ ]
L]
[ ]
n
n . . .
* Building Height
.
[ ]
.
n
n
Highest grade — ¢ '
________ :I +— Average grade
Lowest grade — |
Lot Lot
line line

This diagram isncluded for illustrative purposes only. It is not part of the Arlington Zoning Bylaw.

Ilustrations of Court, Inner and Court, Outer
(See Section 2, Definitions Associated with Courts)

Inner courts have no minimum dimensional requirement for o.

If the outer court is enclosed by apartment wings, then
d 15 the minimum dimension specified in Section 5.3.11.

This diagram is included for illustrative purposes only, It is mod part of the Arlingion Zoning Bylaw,
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lllustrations of Lot, Corner; Lot, Through; and Lot, Interior

(See Section 2, Definitions Associated with Lot)

" Corner Lot
l{; Side or Rear Lot Lines
a, / (one of each, determined at owner’s discretion)
%
’,
%
C,?m Front Lot Lines

—
G

/ ----- Street Right-Of-Way -----

Corner angle is 135° or less

Through Lot Interior Lot

Rear Lot Line
k/ (furthest from R.O.W)

Front Lot Line Side Lot Lines

Side Lot Lines \)

Front Lot Line

Kem-JO-YS 1y 19008 - - - - -

----- Street Right-Of-Way ----- ----- Street Right-Of-Way -----

This diagram is included for illustrative purposasy. It is not part of the Arlington Zoning Bylaw.
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Illustration of Right-of-Way
(See Section 2, Definitions: Street, Right-of-Way, and Lotline, Front)

Lot line \

- Street ;r
Lot line /

This diagram is included for illustrative purposes only, It is nod part of the Arlington Zoning Bylaw.

Right-of-Way

Sidewalks

[llustration of Story, Half
{See Section 2, Definition of Story, Half)

d = Vertical height, m

from the finished floor to the
underside of the roof framing.

F—===1 Floor area where d = 7 fi. For a half-story, this
S——=] must be less than one-half of the floor area.

This diagram is included for illustrative purpeses only, 1t is not part of the Arlington Zoning Bylaw.
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lllustration of Definitions Associated with Yards
(See Section 2, Definitions Associated with Yard)
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=15 Structure
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Side Structure Side
Yard Yard

)
Z
O
7))
>
O
X
o
O
7))
<
o

£ o, + AN
(front yard)

----- Street Right-Of-Way  -----

This diagram is included for illustrative purposes only. It is not part of the Arlingtomgdylaw.
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SECTION 3. ADMINISTRATION AND

ENFORCEMENT

3.1 BUILDING INSPECTOR ; ENFORCEMENT

3.1.2.

3.1.3.

The Building Inspector appointed under the provisionS.of c. 143is hereby
designated and authorized as the officer charged witadimenistationand
enforcement ofttis Bylaw.

No person shall erect, construct, reconstruct, convert, or alter a structure, or change
the useor lot coveraggeincrease the intensity of use, or extend or displace the use of
any structure or lot without applying for and receiving the requiexchit(s) from the
Building Inspector.

No premisesnd no building erected, altered, or in any way changed as to
construction or usef any building or of any parcel of lanshder a permit or
otherwise, shall be occupied or used without a certificate@fgancy issued by the
Building InspectorNo certificate of occupancshall be issued until the premises,
structure, and its uses and accessory uses comply in all respects with thisiBylaw
applicable, a site plan certificate of completion shall besdsu

Enforcement

Any person may file a written request to the Building Inspector for enforcement of

this Bylaw with reference to an alleged violati@as provided irc.L. c. 40A, 8 7

Within fourteen (14) daysf receipt of the requeghe Building Inspectoshall

investigate the facts and inspect the alleged violation and, if the Building Inspector
finds evidence of a violation, the Building Inspectball give witten notice to the

owner and occupant of said premises and demand that such violation be abated within
such time as the Building Inspector deems reasonébhénotice and demand may be
given by md, addressed to the owner at ##dress as it then agre on the records

of the Board of Assessors, and to the occupant at the address of the premises.

If after notice and demand the violation has not been abated within thectiimethe
Building Inspector, the Building Inspectsinall institute appropriataction or
proceedings in the name of the Town of Arlington to prevent, correct, restrain, or
abate such violation

If the Building Inspector determines that there is no violatio® Building Inspector
shall give written notice of theéecision to the aoplaining person within 14 days
after the receipt of such request.

Appeal

An appeal to the Board of Appeals may be taken by any person aggtieyéalnability to
obtain a permit or enforcement action from the Building Inspector, as poind.L. c.
40A, § § as amended.



https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXX/Chapter143
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section7
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section8
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section8
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3.1.4. Penalty

A. If the notice of violation is not complied with according to the time specified in the
notice, the Building Inspectanay, in accordance with.L. c. 40,8 21D, institute a
non-criminal complaint(swith penalty Each day in which a violation exists shall be
deemed a separabéfense.The penalty for violation of any provision of this Bylaw
shall be $25.00 for the first offense; $50.00 for the second offense; $100.00 for the
third offense; and $200.00 for the fourth and each subsequent offense.

B. TheBuilding Inspectommay, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, institute
the appropriate criminal action or proceeding at law or in equity to prevent any
unlawful action, use or conditipand to restrain, correct or abate such violation.
Penalties for violations may, upon caction, be affixedn an amount nito exceed
threehundred dollars ($300.08r each ofense. Each day, or portion of a day,
which a violation exists shall be deemed a separate offense.

3.2 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
3.2.1. Establishment

There shallbe a Zonimoar d of Appeals (ABoard of Appeal so)
and two associate members appointed by the Board of Selectmen. All members of the Board

of Appealsshall beArlington residents one member shall be an attorreytaw, and at least

one of tke remaining members shall be a registered architect or a registered professional

engineer. The appointment, service, and removal or replacement of members and associate

members and other actions of the Board of Appeals shall be as provide&far n 40A

3.2.2. Powers
The Board of Appeals shall have the following powers:

A. To hear and decide appeals in accordance@ith c. 40A, 8§ 8as amended.

B. To hear and decide, in accordance with the provisioislofc. 40A, § 9
applications for sgcial permits when designated as 8pecialPermit Granting
Authority herein.

C. To hear and decide, in accordance with the provisioislofc. 40A, 8§ 6
applications for special permits to change, alter, or extend lawfulgpséing nor
conforming uses and structutesthe extent allowed by Secti@nl

To hear and decideetitions for variancei accordance witks.L. c. 40A, § 10

E. To hear and decide applications for comprehensive permits for constructionaf low
moderateéncomehousing, as set forth i@.L. c. 40B, 88 223,

3.2.3. Rules and Regulations

The Board of Appeals shall adopt rules and regulations for the admatiimistof its powers
and shall file a copy of such regulations with
include rules for hiring outside consultants

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A
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https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section6
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A. The Chairman of thBoardof Appeals or in his absence the Acting Chairman, may
administer odts, but must do so for hearings involvigg_. c. 40B summon
witnesses and call for the production of papers. All hearings shall be open to the
public. TheBoard of Appealsand all permit and special permit granting authorities
shall hold hearings and render decisions in accordance with the applicable time
limitations as set forth is.L. c. 40A 88 %@and15. The Boardf Appealsshall cause
to be made a detailed record of its proceedings which in the cése.af. 40B
hearings shall require that all testimony be electronically recorded, showing the vote
of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating su
fact, and setting forth clearly the reasons for its decisions, and of its other official
actions, copies of all of which dhae filed withinl4days in the office of the Town
Clerk and the office of the Arlington Redevelopment Baard shall be a puiol
record, and notice or decisions shall be mailed immediately to the petitioner and to
the owners of all property deemed by the BaHrdppealsto be affected thereby,
including the abutters and the owners of land next adjoining the land of the abutters,
notwithstanding that the abutting land or the next adjoining land is located in another
city or town, as they appear on the most recent local tax list, and to every person
present at the hearing who requests that notice be sent to him and states fse@addre
which such notice is to be sent. Upon the granting of a limited or conditional zoning
variance or special permit, the BoarfdAppealsshall issue to the land owner a
notice, certified by the chairman or clerk, containing the name and addressanicthe
owner, identifying the land affected, and stating that a limited or conditional variance
or special permit has been granted which is set forth in the decision of the Board on
file in the office of the Town Clerk. No such variance or permit shall ¢éffieet until
such notice is recorded in the Mlddex County Registry of Deeds.

The fee for recording such notice shall be paid by the owner and the notice shall be
indexed in the grantor index under the name of the owner of record.

The concurring vote ddll members of the Board shall be necessary to reverse any
order or decision of any administrative official, or to decide in favor of the applicant
on any matter upon which it is required to pass under this Bylaw, or to effect any
variance in the applican of this Bylaw.

3.2.4. Fees

The Board of Appeals may adopt reasonable administrative fees and fees for employing
outside consultants to assist the Board with is review of special permits, variances,
administrative appeals, and applications for comprehensiveifsen accordance with its
regulationsin accordance witks.L. c. 44, 8 53@nd8 53G1/2.

3.2.5. Repetitive Petitions

No appel or petition for a variance from the terms of this Bylaw denied by the Board of
Appeals, or special permit denied by either the Board of Appeals or Arlington
Redevebpment Board shall be considered again on its merits within two years from after the
date of denial action except under the following circumstances:


https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40B/Section20
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section9A
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section15
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40B/Section20
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter44/Section53G
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter44/Section53G1~2
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A. At least all but one member of the Arlington Redevelopment Board votes to allow the
refiling of the applicdon, and

B. The Board that denied the initial application then finds, by a unanimous vote of a
board of three members or by a vote of four members of a board of five members or
two-thirds vote of a board of more than five members, specific and materialeshang
in the conditions upon which the previous unfavorable action was based.

3.3 SPECIAL PERMITS
3.3.1. Special Permit Granting Authority

In this Bylaw, the Board of Appeals and Arlington RedeveloprBeatrdhave the power to
grant special permits. The appropriSgeial Permit Granting Authoritis specifically
designated where applicable.

3.3.2. Procedures

A. Application for a special permit shall be filed in accordance with the rules and
regulations of th&pecial Permit Granting AuthorigndG.L. c. 40A

B. Public Hearing. Th&pecial Permit Granting Authorishall hold a public hearing
within 65 days of receipt of a special permit application, and shall é&slfie a
decision no later than 90 days from the date of the public hearing. Notification
requirements for a public hearing shall be in accordanceGvithc.40A, 8 11

3.3.3. Decision Criteria

Unless otherwise specified herein, special permits shall be granted $ydbial Permit
Granting Authorityonly upon its written determination that the adverse effects of the
proposed use will not outweigh its beneficial irofgato the town or the neighborhood, in
view of the characteristics of the site and of the proposal in relation to that site. The
determination shall include findings that all of the following criteria for granting a special
permit are met:

A. The use requésd is listedas a special permit ugetheuse regulations for the
applicable districor is so designated elsewhere in this Bylaw.

B. The requested use is essential or desirable to the public convenience or welfare.
The requested use will not create untraéfic congestion or unduly impair pedestrian
safety.

D. The requested use will not overload any public water, drainage or sewer system or

any other municipal system to such an extent that the requested use or any developed
use in the immediate area or iryasther area of the Town will be unduly subjected to
hazards affecting health, safety or the general welfare.

E. Any special regulations for the use as may be providdais Bylaware fulfilled.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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F. The requested use will not impair the integrity or charadtérendistrict or adjoining
districts, nor be detrimental to the health or welfare.

G. The requested use will not, by its addition to a neighborhood, cause an excess of the
use that could be detrimental to the character of said neighborhood.

3.3.4. Special Permit Gonditions

Special permits may be granted with such reasonable conditigighporhoocgafeguards,

or limitations on time or use, including performance guarantees, &pé#ugal Permit

Granting Authoritymay deem necesseto serve the purposes of this Bylaw. Such conditions
may include but shall not be limited to the following:

A. Dimensional standards more restrictive than those set fo8hdtion 7of this
Bylaw;
B. Screening buffers or planting strips, fences, or walls;

Modification of the exterior appearance of the structures;

D. Limitation upon the size, number of occupants, methodiareof operation, time
duration of permit, or extent of facilities;

E. Limitations on signage, noise, or hours of operation of construction equipment;

Regulation of number and location of driveways, or other traffic features;

G. Off-street parking or loading @ther special features beyond the minimum required
by this Bylaw;
H. Deadline to commence construction;

l. Requirements pertaining to integrated emergency or alarm systems, maintenance,
landscaping, dust control, bond or other performance guarantee;

J. Requiremets for independent monitoring, at the expense of the applicant, and
reporting to the Building Inspector, if necessary to ensure continuing compliance with
the conditions of a special permit or of this Bylaw;

K. Limitation on the term or duration of a spe@akrmit,with or without automatic
renewals, to the extent allowed by law;

L. Other limitations as may be reasonably related to reducing any adverse impact on, or
increasing the compatibility of the proposed use, structure or activity with, the
surrounding aa.

3.3.5. Recording; Lapse

A. Special permit®r any extension, modification or renewal thergwdll not take effect
until a copy of the decision bearing the certification of the Town Clerk that 20 days
have elapsed after the decision has been filed in the offibe Town Clerk and
either that no appeal has been filed or the appeal has been filed within such time.
Proof of recordingvith the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds or Registry District of
the Land Court, as applicabkhall be presented to the Buildiinspector.
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B. Special permits shall lapse withimreeyears, which shall not include such time
required to pursue or await the determination of an appeal dec. 40A, § 17
from the grant thereof, if a substantial use thereof has not sooner commenced except
for good cause, or, in the case of a special permit for construction, if construction has
not begun by such date except for good cause.

3.4 ENVIRONMENTAL DE SIGN REVIEW
3.4.1. Purposes

The purpose obection 3.4s to provide individual detailed review of certain uses and
structures that have a substantial impact on llaeacter of theawn and on traffic, utilities,
and propertyalues, thereby affecting the public health, safety and general welfare. The
environmental design review process is intended to promote the purp&sztion 1

3.4.2. Applicability

In any instance where a new structure, or a new outdoor use, or an exterior addition or a
change in use (a) requires a building permit and special permit in accordanasewith
regulations for the applicable distrimt (b) alters the facade a manner that affects the
architectual integrity of the structurgnd(c) is one of the uses list@ad subparagraphs A

throughl below,thespecial permit shall be acted upon by the Arlington Redevelopment
Board in accordance with the environmental design review procedures and standards of this
Section 3.4.

A. Construction or reconstruction on a site abutting any of the following: Massachusetts
Avenue, Pleasant Street, Mystic and Medford Streets between Massachusetts Avenue
and Chestnut Street, Broadway, or the Minuteman Bikeway.

B. Six or more dwelling units on the premises, whether contained in one or more
structures or on one or more contiguaats lto beconstructed within a twgear
period.

C. Auto service stations

D. Singleroom occupancy buildingr bed and breakfastith more than 5,000qmare
feet of gross floor area or with 10 or more parking spaces.

E. Nonresidential uses and hotet®tels in a nonresidential district with more than
10,000 square feet of gross floor area or with 20 or more parking spaces.

F. Nonresidential uses in a residehtiistrict with more than 5,000 square feet of gross
floor area or with 10 or more parking spaces.
Mixed-Use

H. Outdoor uses.

l. Temporary, seasonal signage in accordance with an overall signage plan at a fenced
athletic field with one or more permanent stunes to seat more than 300 persons,

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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which signage may be in effect between March 15 and December 15 of any calendar
year.

The following uses shall also be acted upon by the Arlington Redevelopment Board in
accordance with the environmental design revieve@dures and standards of this Section
3.4:

(1)  Any use permitted as a right or by special permit in the Planned Unit
Development Districand the MultiUse District

(2) Parking in the Open Spadistrict
3) Medical Marijuana Treatment Center.
4) Marijuana Establishment.

3.4.3. Procedures

A. Application. Applicants shall submit an application for Environmental Design
Review in accordance with t(hfeBodauksd ih)gt on
and regulations.

B. The Board shall hold a public hearing in accordance with Se8t8wf this Bylaw
andG.L. c. 40A, 88 %and11.

C. The Board shall refer the application to the Department of Planning and Community:
Developmen{ i Depart ment 0), which shall prepar
recommendations to the Board before or at the public hearing. The Board shall not
take final action on the special petrapplication until it has received the
Deparme nt 0 s r e p or haveelapsadmatier submtdl of theproposal to
the Department. Failure of the Department to submit written reports or to give an oral
report at the public hearing shall not indake action by the Board.

A favorable decision by the Board shall require the votes of at least four members.

E. The Board shall not deny a special permit under this Section 3.4 unless it finds that
the proposed use does not comply with the Environm®aetsign Review Standards
listed below to such a degree that such use would result in a substantial adverse
impact upon the character of the neighborhood or the town, and upon traffic, utilities,
and public or private investments, thereby conflicting withghrposes of this
Bylaw.

3.4.4. Environmental Design Review Standards

The following standards shall lnsedby the Board and the Department in reviewing site and
building plans. The standards are intended to peoaittame of reference for the applicant in
the development of site and building plans as well as a method of review for the reviewing
authority. They shall not be regarded as inflexible requirements and they are not intended to
discourage creativity, invegion, and innovation.

The specification of one or more architectural styles is not included in these stafmtards.
Board may adopt design guidelines to supplement these staimdardsr to administethis


https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section9A
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Section 3.4, and maintain those guidelinesilerwith the Department and the Town Clerk.
The standards of review diaed in subsections A through ielow shall also apply to all
accessory buildings, structures, figganding signs and other site features, however related to
the major buildings orteuctures.

A.

Preservation of Landscape. The landscape shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar
as practicable, by minimizing tree and soil removal, and any grade changes shall be in
keeping with the general appearance of neighboring developed areas.

Relation of Buildings to Environment. Proposed development shall be related
harmoniously to the terrain and to the use, scale, and architecture of existing buildings
in the vicinity that have functional or visual relationship to the proposed buildihgs.
Arlington Redevelopment Board may require a modification in massing to reduce the
effect of shadows on abutting property in an RO, R1 or R2 district or on public open
space.

Open Space. All open space (landscaped and usable) shall be so desigreeftide to
the visual amenities of the vicinity by maximizing its visibility for persons passing the
site or overlooking it from nearby properties. The location and configuration of usable
open space shall be so designed as to encourage social interactiomzengs utility,

and facilitate maintenance.

Circulation. With respect to vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle circulation, including
entrances, ramps, walkways, drives, and parking, special attention shall be given to
location and number of access poitisthe public streets (especially in relation to
existing traffic controls and mass transit facilities), width of interior drives and access
points, general interior circulation, separation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, access
to community facilites, and arrangement of vehicle parking and bicycle parking areas,
including bicycle parking spaces required by Sect®t.12 that are safe and
convenient and, insofar as practicable, do not detract from the use and enjoyment of
proposed buildings and structures and the neighboring properties.

Surface Water Drainage. Special attention shall be given to proper site surfaagedrain

so that removal of surface waters will not adversely affect neighboring properties or
the public storm drainage system. Available Best Management Practices for the site
should be employed, and include site planning to minimize impervious surface and
reduce clearing and 4grading. Best Management Practices may include erosion
control and stormwater treatment by means of swales, filters, plantings, roof gardens,
native vegetation, and leachimgtch basins Stormwater should be treated at least
minimally on the development site; that which cannot be handled on site shall be
removed from all roofs, canopies, paved and pooling areas and carried away in an
underground drainage system. Surface water in all paved areas shall be collected at
intervals so tht it will not obstruct the flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic, and will

not create puddles in the paved areas.

In accordance with SectioB.3.4 the Bard may require from any applicant, after
consultation with the Director of Public Works, security satisfactory to the Board to
insure the maintenance of all stormwater facilities such as catch basins, leaching catch
basins, detention basins, swales, e&tthin the site. The Board may use funds
provided by such security to conduct maintenance that the applicant fails to do.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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The Board may adjust in its sole discretion the amount and type of financial security
such that it is satisfied that the amt is sufficient to provide for the future
maintenance needs.

F. Utility Service. Electric, telephone, cable TV and othemhsluges and equipment shall
be underground. The proposed method of sanitary sewage disposal li@nd/asie
disposal fromall buildings shall be indicated.

G. Advertising Featuresubject to the provisions of Secti6ér2 below. The size, location,
design, color, texture, lighting and materials al permanent signs and outdoor
advertising structures or features shall not detract from the use and enjoyment of
proposed buildings and structures and the surrounding properties.

H. Special Features. Exposed storage areas, exposed madatstadlgtions, service areas,
truck loading areas, utility buildings and structures, and similar accessory areas and
structures shall be subject to such setbacks, screen plantings or other screening methods
as shall reasonably be required to prevent ting incongruous with the existing or
contemplated environment and the surrounding properties.

l. Safety. With respect to personal safety, all open and enclosed spaces shall be designed
to facilitate building evacuation and maximize accessibility by ficdice, and other
emergency personnel and equipment. Insofar as practicable, all exterior spaces and
interior public and senpublic spaces shall be so designed as to minimize the fear and
probability of personal harm or injury by increasing the potentaVesllance by
neighboring residents and passersby of any accident or attempted criminal act.

J. Heritage. With respect to Arlington's heritage, removal or disruption of historic,
traditional or significant uses, structures, or architectural elements shalinomized
insofar as practicable, whether these exist on the site or on adjacent properties.

K. Microclimate. With respect to the localized climatic characteristics of a given area,
any development which proposes new structures, newshaface groundoverage,
or the installation of machinery which emits heat, vapor, or fumes, shall endeavar to
minimize, insofar as practicable, any adverse impact on light, air, and water
resources, or on noise and temperature levels of the immediate environment.

L. Sustainable Building and Site Design. Projects are encouraged to incorporate 'best
practices related to sustainable sites, water efficiency, energy and atmosphere,
materials and resources, and indoor environmental quality. Applicants must submit a
current Geen Building Council Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED®) checklist, appropriate to the type of development, annotated with narrative
description thatindicates how the LEED performance objectives will be
incorporated into the project.

3.5 RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATI ONAL USE REVIEW

The Arlington Redevelopment Board shall adopt rules and regulations to implement the
requirements ofs.L. c. 40A, 8.
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SECTION 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF DIS TRICTS

4.1 DISTRICTS
For purposes of this Bylaw, the Town of Arlington is divided into the following districts:

4.1.1. Use Districts
A. Residential
(2) Residence 0 (R0O)
(2) Residence 1 (R1)
(3) Residence 2 (R2)
4) Residence 3 (R3)
(5) Residence 4 (R4)
(6) Residence 5 (R5)
(7) Residence 6 (R6)
(8) Residence 7 (R7)
B. Business
(2) Business 1 (B)
(2) Business 2 (B2)
3) Business 2A (B2A)
(4) Business 3 (B3)
(5) Business 4 (B4)
(6) Business 5 (B5)
C. Other Districts
(1) Industrial (1)
(2) Multi-Use (MU)
3) Planned Unit Development (PUD)
(4)  Transportation (T)
(5)  Open Space (0OS)
4.1.2. Overlay Districts
Q) Floodplain District
(2) Inland Wetland District
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4-2/ DISTRICTS & USES

4.2 ZONING MAP

Zoning districts are shown on a map entitlédning Map of the Town of ArlingtonMA0

and dated May 19, 20Xthe Zoning Map) on file in the Office of the Town Clerk and the

Department oPlanningand Community Developmenthe district boundaries shown on the

Zoning Map, including an overlaymapten t | ed fAWetl and and Fl oodpl ain
of this bylaw. The Zoning Map may include geographical features, streets, notations, and

such other information to keep the map current and to facilitate orientation.

4.2.1. Interpretation of District Boundaries
The location ofdistrict boundaresshown on the Zoning Map shall be determined as follows:

A. Where a boundary is indicated as a street, alley, railroad, transibfiglaty,
watercourse or other body of water, it shall be construed to be the centerline or
middle thereof, or where such boundary approximates a Town boundary, then to the
limits of the Town boundary.

B. Where a boundary is indicated as following approximately or |phtala street,
railroad,transit rightof-way, watercourse, or other body of eatit shall be
construed to be parallel thereto and at such distance therefrom as shown on the
Zoning Map. If no dimension is given, such distance shall be determsnegthe
scale shown on the Zoning Map.

C. Where a dimensioned boundary or the actual@tgfoundary coincides within 10
feet or less with a lot line, the boundary shall be construed to be the lot line.

D. Where a boundary is indicated as intersecting the centerline of a street, railroad,
watercourse or other water body, and unless it is oteemvdicated, it shall be
construed to intersect at right angles to said centerline or, in the case of a curved
centerline, to the tangent to the curve at the point of intersection.

E. The abbreviation "PL" means property line as shown on the Town Asségapras
in effect at the effective date of this Bylaw. The abbreviation "PL," when used in
conjunction with a subsequent amendment to this Bylaw, shall mean a property line
as shown on the Town Assessor's Map as in effect at the effective date of such

amermment.
F. The abbreviation "CL" means "Centerline" and "CI" means "Center of Intersection.”
G. Whenever any uncertainty exists as to the exact location of a boundary line, the

interpretation made by the Inspector of Buildings shall control pending appeal

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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SECTION 5. DISTRICT REGULATIONS

5.1 GENERAL PROVISIONS

No building or structure shall be erected and no building or structure, or land or water arg
shall be used for any purpose or in any manner except in accordance with this Bylaw.

5.2 USE REGULATIONS APPLICABLE IN ALL OR
MULTIPLE DISTRICTS

5.2.1. Permitted in All Di stricts

The following uses are permitted in all districts:

A. Federal government use.

B. Property of the Commonwealth to the extent exempt from local zoning under state
law.

C. Uses to the extent protected or exempt pursuagtltoc. 40A.8 3 or other state
law.

5.2.2. Prohibited Uses

A. Any use not listed in the Tables of UsesVarious districts in Sectiond& otherwise
allowable under the provisions of this Bylaw is prohibited.

B. All uses that pose a present or potential hazard to human health, safety, welfare, q
the environment through emission of smoke, particulate matter, noise or vibration,
through fre or explosive hazard, or glare, are expressly prohibited in all districts.

DISTRICTS & USES

5.2.3. AccessoryUses

An accessory use shall not alter the character of the premises on which it is locate
have an adverse impact on the surrounding area.

5.2.4. Multiple Principal Uses

A lot or structure located in the R6, R7, B1, B2, B2A, B3, B4, B5, PUD, |, MU, and
T districts may contain more than one principal use as listed in S&dli@Use
Regulations for Residential Districts, Sectmb.3Use Regulations for Business
Districts, or Sectio®.6.3Use Regulations for MU, PUD, I, T, and OS Districts. For
the purposes of interpretation of this Bylaw, the use containing the largest floor ar¢
shall be deemed the principal ws®l all other uses shall be classified as accessory
uses. In the case of an existing commercial use, the addition or expansion of
residential use within the building footprint shall not require adherence to setback
regulations for residential uses evethi residential use becomes the principal use ¢
the property.


https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section3
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5.3 DIMENSIONAL REGULATI ONS APPLICABLE IN AL L OR
MULTIPLE DISTRICTS

5.3.1. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit

Minimum lot area per dwelling unit shall control the maximum nunab&welling units, of

all types, that can be constructed on contiguous land under one ownership in one zoning
district. In the business (B) districts, where a lot may contain both residential and
nonresidential principal structures, the maximum numbenelling units is computed by
dividing the total land area by the minimum lot area per dwelling unit. Land in lower density
districts used for buildings in higher density districts shall not be included in the calculation
of minimum lot area per dwellingnit for dwellings in the higher density district.

5.3.2. Reduction of Lot Areas and Separation of Lots

A. The lot or yard areas required for any new building or use may not include any part of
a lot that is required by any other building or use to comply with emwigions of
this Bylaw, nor may these areas include any property of which the ownership has
been transferred after the effective date of this Bylaw if the property was a part of the
area required for compliance with the dimensional regulations appliceatble lot
from which such transfer was made.

B. Lots separated dransferred in ownership must upon transfer either comply with the
provisions of this Bylaw or be deemed noncompliant.

5.3.3. Spacing of Residential and Other Buildings on One Lot

A. Where two or morenain buildings to be used as dwellings are proposed for
construction on property in one ownership or where one or more of the buildings are
proposed on land where there are one or more existing residential buildings, the
required front, side, and rear yarshall be provided between each building and
assumed lot lines shown upon the building permit application. However, the Board
of Appeals or, for projects requiring Environmental Design Review, the Arlington
Redevelopment Board, may grant a special paonitodify the yard dimensions
between buildings designed and intended to remain under common ownership and
management where it is demonstrhthat there will result light and af a standard
no lower than would result from compliance wéitherBo a s hiBimum
requirements.

B. When a permitted main building to be used as a dwelling is to be located on the same
lot with and to the rear of a permitted nonresidential building (includmgead-use
building with commercial uses on the ground floor and residieuses above), each
building shall be independently provided with all required front, side, and rear yards,
and required lot area; and the distance between such buildings shall not be less than
twice the required rear yard depth.

C. When a permitted maibuilding to be used as a dwelling is to be located on the same
lot with and beside a permitted nonresidential building, required front, side, and rear
yards shall be provided between each building and assumed lot lines shown upon the
building permit appliation.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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5.3.4. Spacing of Nonresidential Buildings on the Same Lot

A. Where two or more main buildings for nonresidential uses are proposed for
construction on property in one ownership, the minimum required front, side, and
yards shall be met only at lot linabutting other property.

B. For buildings in educational or religious use, the maximum floor area ratio
requirements shall be less restrictive than as specified for the district in the followi
respects:

(1)  Where several lots in one ownership and in the saedalistrict are separated
from each other only by an adjacent street or intersecting adjacent streets,
area of all lots may be aggregated in calculating floor area ratio.

(2)  The maximum floor area ratio shall be increased by one percent for each
2,000 sqare feet of lot area exceeding the lot size minimum for the district
underconsideration, up to 50%

The Board of Appeals or Arlington Redevelopment Board, as applicable, may
approve further modifications i nxtenhe
necessary to allow reasonable development of such a use in general harmony wit
other uses permitted and as regulated in the vicinity.

5.3.5. Land Area Included in Calculation of Floor Area Ratio

Land area to be included in calciat the maximum floor area shall include all contiguous
lots under one ownership located in zoning districts with the same or greater maximum fl
area ratio. Lots in a district with a lower maximum floor area ratio than an abutting distric
shall not bencluded in the calculation of a maximum floor area for any lot in the district
with the higher maximum floor area ratio.

5.3.6. Exceptionsto Maximum Floor Area Ratio Regulations (Bonus Provisions)

A. The Board of Appeals or the Arlington Redevelopment Board, @gaple, may
grant a special permit subject to the standards in SextBmr 3.4, as appropriate, to
allow a maximum gross floor area higher than is permitted in the district, subject t¢
the procedures, limitations, and conditions specified below, for a lot (or part of a lo
which meets the following basic requirements:

(1) Thelot (or part of a lot) is in a district with a floor area ratio of 1.2 or greate

(2)  Thelot (or part of a lot) is not less than 20,000 square feet when the princi
use is residential. When the principal use is-residential, no minimum lot
size is rguired provided all other provisions of this Section®a8e satisfied.

3) Nonresiantial properties listed a®tributingstructures in National Register
Historic Districts shall be allowed an increase in floor area ratio up to a
maximum of 2.6 by speciglermit.

B. To aid theSpecial Permit Granting Authority making the required findings, the
applicant shall submit the materials requiredb4in addition to thausual drawings
at the time of application.

DISTRICTS & USES
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C.

The additional gross floor ar@@prowedin accordance with thiSection 5.3 shall
notexceed the following percentages of the gross floor area permitted in the
applicable district except for buildings in Sultsat A(3) above Residential uses in
the B5 district shall not exceed a floor area ratio of 1.5

R7, B5 Districts R6, B2A, B4 Districts

Maximum Allowable: 33% 25%

Each Condition:
Large lot 25% 20%
Low or moderate income 25% 20%
Extra open space 15% 10%
Public access 15% 10%
Preservation of landmarks 15% 10%
Large dwelling units 10% 5%

The SpecialPermit GrantingAuthority may approve additional gross floor area where
any of the following conditions apply, subject to the limitationSutbsection C and

in accordance with the goals of the Arlington Master Blaother development plans
and policies of the TowrThe additional gross floor area shall be calculated
separately for each condition based upon the gross floor area permitied in t
applicable district.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

()

For a lot that exceeds 20,000 square feet in area, additional gross floor area
may be allowedo becalculated by increasing the floor area ratio for the
district by one percent for each 1,500 square feet of lot area in excess of
20,000 square feet.

Where dwelling units aragerestricted omaffordable units, the gross floor
area for each affordable unit may be allowed in excess of the gross floor area
for the district.

Where landscaped open space or usable open space is prowasedss of

the minimum required in the district, additional gross floor area may be
allowed at the rate of two square feet of gross floor area for each one square
foot of either kind of open space in excess of the minimum requirements. The
minimum requiremsts shall have been calculated based upon the aggregate
of gross floor area allowable as a result of calculations from all applicable
subparagraphs.

For a dwelling with an average gross floor area per dwellinghnumié than
1,100 square feet, excess gridesr area may be allowed above the maximum
for the district. Any gross floor area to be used for offices or other
nonresidential principal uss for accessory retail, office, or consumer service
usein an apartment buildingver20,000 square fe¢as ascribed under
Accessory Uss in Use Tables.4.3 5.5.3 and5.6.3 shall not be included in
calculating the average gross floor area per dwelling unit.

When usable land is deededanreasement granted for public access and use,
additional gross floor area may be allowed at the ratio of 10 square feet of
gross floor area to one square foot of such land. Land so deeded or controlled
by easement shall not beunted toward minimum lot size, lot area per

dwelling unit, or open space requirements, nor shall it be included with land in

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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calculating total permissible gross floor area from the resulting floor area
ratio.

(6)  When architecturally or historically sigrétant buildings, asted in the
Al nventory of Historically or Arc
Town of Aarelpieseryed,addibional gross floor area may be allows
at the rate of eight square feet of gross floor area to each ore $opizof
gross floor area of the preserved building. As applied in this section,
preservation shall mean restoration of the building and maintaining it on the
site, or relocation to an available site.

5.3.7. Screening and Buffers: Industrial and BusinessDistrictsand Parking L ots

A. Screeningand space Wifiers shalbe requred inany Industial (I) or Business
(B) district that abuts ertain buildable residential lots. Theminimum width of
the bufer shallbe asfollows:

| or B District Abutting R District Minimum Buff er
I, B5 ROthrough R5 25 ft.
B3, B2A, B4 ROthrough R5 15 ft.
| R6through R7 10 ft.
B1, B2 ROthrough R5 10ft.

The stip shall containascreen oplantings ot less tharhree feet wideand six
feet high athetime of occupancy osuchlot. Individual shrubr trees shall
be platted notmore than 20eet on cersr andshall bemaintained bythe
owner oroccupants so as toaintan a densecseen yar-round. At leat 50
perceat of the planings shall consist avergreens andhey shall be evenly
spaced. A solidwall or solid wooderfence five to sixfeet hgh,
complemented by suitale plantings, may be substutedfor onehalf the
required width of such landsqaed bufer stip; howeverprovisions ofthis
section shall ot supersedéhe minimum setbackdor parkinglots per Setion
6.1nor theminimum yard requrements ofthedistrict. No screen shalbe
closer than 10 feet to public orprivate way. Where deened appropate by
the property wner and inmedige abuters, and as@proved by he Building
Inspector, anotherall or fence heght orfencetype, ircluding but not
limited to coated din link orii wr o u gchypesmay leesubsitutedfor
thereqgured wall orfence.
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B. For any agausedfor theparking ofmore tharfive vehtles,the sceenng
provisions of Section6.1, Off-StreetParking and_oading, sall apply.

C. Screeningnd space hbifiers shalhot berequired where abutting railroad track or
railroad rightof-way if railroad is to be utilized fdoading or unloading.

5.3.8. Corner Lots and Through Lots

A. A corner lot shall have minimum street yards with depths which shall be the same
the required front yard depths for the adjoining lots.

B. At each end of a throudbt, there shall be a setback depth required which is equal t
the front yard depth required for the district in which each street frontage is locate
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5.3.9. Projections into Minimum Yards

A. Projecting eaves, chimneys, bay windows, balconies, open fire esaagphesciosed
entrances not more than 25 square feet in floor area or more than one story high
which do not project more than three and-ba# feet beyond the line of the
foundation wall may extend beyond the minimum yard regulations otherwise
provided forthe district in which the structure is built. Enclosed entrances larger than
that allowed above may extend into the minimum yard regulations otherwise
provided for the district by special permit.

B. Unenclosed stepdgecks,and the like, which do not project more than 10 feet in the
front yard, or more than five feet in the side yard beyond the line of the foundation
wall may extend beyond the minimum yard regulations otherwise provided for the
district in which the structuns built. Unenclosed stepdecks,and the like which do
not project more than 10 feet into the required rear yard and are not closer to the lot
line than half the size of the required yard, may extend beyond the minimum yard
regulations otherwise providdor the district in which the structure is built

C. Second story additions within the required front yard setback may extend no more
than one foot beyond the existing building wall.

5.3.10.Average Setback Exceptiorio Minimum Front Yard; All R Districts

Where the required lot frontage of developed residential lots along a block amounts to more
than 5046 of the block frontage, and where said development has an average setback less than
that required by this bylaw, then any vacansktback for a residential use may be reduced

to said average of the existing development.

5.3.11.Dimensional Requirements for Courts

Inner courts shall be permitted in any building. Where an outer court is enclosed by
apartment wings, a distance equal to twieerequired side yard in the district shall be
provided between the wings, but not less than 25 feet.

5.3.12.Traffic Visibility

A. AcrossStreetCorners. Between the property lines of intersecting streets and a line
joining points on the property lines 20 feet digtfrom their point of intersection or
in the case of a rounded corner, the point of intersection of their tangents, no building
or structure in any R district may be erected and no vegetation other than shade trees
may be maintained between a heightwée feet and seven feet above the plane
through their curb grades.

B. Visibility for Driveways. A fence, hedge, wall, sign or other structure or vegetation
may be maintained on any lot provided that in the front yard area, no such structure or
vegetation shhbe over two and onbalf feet in height above the adjacent ground
within five feet of the front lot line unless it can be shown that the vegetation or
structure will not restrict visibility in such a way as to hinder the safe entry of a
vehicle from anydriveway to the street.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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5.3.13.AccessoryBuildings and Other Structures
A.

5.3.14.TownhouseStructures
A.

Any accessory structure or any part of a main structure or building which is locate
entirely beneath the surface of the ground at the natural grade level may extend i
required front, sle, or rear yard except that in any situation whanelscapedpen
space is required, no underground structure or building shall be located beneath
than 504 of the required landscaped open space, nor nearer to any lot line for mo
than 7%6 of the kength of the lot line.

An accessory building attached to the principal building shall be considered as an
integral part thereof and shall be subject to front, side, and rear yard requirements
applicable to the principal buildinger Sectiorb.4.2

(2) In Residence districts, a minor accessory buildihgll be exempt froraide
and rear yard requirementsaid building dimensions result ingaossfloor
areaof not more tha80 square feet and a buildingight of not more than 7
feet.

(2) In Business, MultiUse, and Industrialistricts accessory buildingshall be
located on the lot so as not to violate the minimum yard, height, and open
space requiremésin the district

3) Inthe Open Spadadistrict, accessory buildingshall be located on the
property so as to maintain the harmonious relationship to the neighborhood
and not detract from the primary goal of the open space use.

(4)  An accessory privatswimming pool shall beompletely enclosed by a fence
the top of which shall be at ledsfeet in height above the pool, having a self
closing gate vih a latch. Aboveground poolsnay be unfenced they are
less than 24 inches in demihwith walls4 feet or greater in height and
removable The unnumbered side of a cornerdball be considereas a side
yard for the purposes of establishing minimum setback requirefioents
accessory private swimming pools in all Residence distB&sSection
5.4.2(A) District Yard and Open Space Requirements.

DISTRICTS & USES

A townhouse structure shall not exceed 150 feet or 6 townhouses in length for
singlestory structure nor 120 feet for that part of the structure more thastoryen
height.

One towrouse structure shall be sepadhtrom the end of another tohouse
structure by a distance not less than two times the minimum side yarddigttic in
which the site is located.

When two townhouse structures are placed face to face or back to back and are
parallel or within 45 degrees of parallel, they shall be separated by a distance not
than the sum of the minimum front and rear yaiscified for the district in which
they are located.



5-8/ DISTRICTS & USES

5.3.15.Buildings of Uneven Heightor Alignment

A.

Where a building is not of the same height throughout its length parallel (or within 45
degrees of parallel) to any lot line, but wheres iin one alignment along said length,
required yards and setbacks shall be eithér(H")/6 or (H + L?/6 whichever is

greater, where:

H' = the height of the taller portion of the building;

H? = the height of the lower portion of the building;

L! = the length of the taller portion of the building; and

L? = the entire length of the building.

Where the formula 10 + L/10 applies, L shall be defined?abbve.

Where a building is of the same height throughout its length parallel (or within 45
degees of parallel) to any lot line, but where it is not in one alignment along said
length, required yards and setbacks shall be (/6 ffor the portion of the building
nearer the lot line; and (H )6 for the portion of the building further from thet |
line, where:

H = the height of the building;
L! = the length of the portion of the building nearer the lot line; and
L? = the entire length of the building.

Where the formula 10 + (L/10) applies, the required yards and setbacks shall be 10 +
(L*/10)for the portion of the building nearer the lot line; and 10%1(Q) for the
portion of the building further from the lot line, with &nd * defined as above.

Where a building is not of the same height throughout its length parallel (or within 45
degres of parallel) to any lot line, and where it is not in one alignment along said
length, required yards and setbacks shall be calculated as follows:

(1)  Where the taller part of the building is nearer to the lot line required yards and
setbacks shall be (H L%)/6 for the portion of the building nearer to the lot
line; and (H + L?)/6 for the portion of the building further from the lot line,
where:

H* = the height of the taller part of the building;

H? = the height of the lower part of the building;

L = the length of the taller part of the building; and
L? = the entire length of the building.

(2)  Where the formula 10 + (L/10) applies, required yards and setbacks shall be
10 + (L/10) for the portion of the building nearer the lot line; and 10 +
(L%10) for the portion of the building further from the lot line, withdnd L2
defined as above.
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3) Where the taller part of the building is further from the lot line, required yard
and setbacks shall be(H L?)/6 for the portion of the building further from
thelot line; and (H + L1)/6 for the portion of the building nearer the lot line,
where:

H* = the height of the taller part of the building;

H? = the height the lower part of the building;

L! = the length of the lower part of the building; and
L? = the length of the entire building.

Where the formula 10 + (L/10) applies, the required yards and setbacks shs
be 10 + (11/10) for the portion of the building nearer the lot line; and 10 +
(L#10) for the portion of the building further from the lot liméth L* and L
defined as above.

5.3.16.Yards or Setbacks for Lots Adjoining a Street or Public Open Space

In cases subject to SectiBr, Environmental Design Reviethe Arlington Redevelopment
Board in evaluating the proposal may grant a special permit to adjust the required setbad
set forth elsewhere in this Bylaw to account for specific conditions unique to the proposa

5.3.17.Upper-Story Building Step Backs

For buildigsmore tharthree stories in height, an additional-Tobt stepback (upper story
building setback) shall be provided beginning at the third story level or 30 feet above gra
whichever is less. The upper story stk shall be provided along all biiihig elevations
with street frontage, excluding alleys.
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5.3.18.Balconies and Roof as Portion of Usable Open Space

The Board of Appeals or Arlington Redevelopment Board, as applicable, may grant a spé
permit that private balconies with a least dimension ofeskand open space on a roof not
more than 10 feet above the level of the lowest story used for dwelling purposes may be
countedupto3of the usabl e open space requir ¢
include drawings which depict surface matks; planting areas, fences, railings, benches,
access, and other similar items.

5.3.19.Reduced Height Buffer Area

A. When two different maximum height limits are specified for the same zoning distrig
in any Table of Dimensionaind Density Regulations this Section 5, the lower
limit shall apply to any lot or part of a lot located in a height buffer area unless it is
determined as a specific finding of a special permit that the properties in the adjac
RO, R1, R2, or OS distt would not be adversely affected due to existing use or
topographic condition. A height buffer area is defined as a lot or part of a lot whic
located at a lesser distance from any land, not within a public way, in an RO, R1, H
or OS district thanhe following:
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Land in RO, R1, R2, OS is located Lower height shall apply

Between northwest and northeast

Within 200 feet

between northwest and southwest

Easterly, between northeast and southeast, or westerly

Within 150 feet

Southerly, between southeast and southwest

Within 100 feet

5.3.20.Maximum Height Exceptions

In any district, the maximum height limitations shall not apply to the following:
A.

Chimneys, ventilators, skylights, water tanks, bulkheads, penthouses, and other
accessory additions thate required or are customarily carried above the roofs of

buildings

Non-habitable towers, spires, domes, cupolas, and similar additions provided they do

not occupy more than twenty (20) percentha ground floor of the building.

5.3.21.Supplemental Requiremats in the Business and Industrial Districts

A.

Screening and Buffers: Industrial and Business Districts and Parking Lots

(1) Screening and space buffers shall be required inradystrial (1) orBusiness
(B) district that abuts certain buildable residentias.|dgthe minimum width of

the buffer shall be as follows:

| or B District
I, B5

B3, B2A, B4
|

B1, B2

The stripshall contain a screen of plantings of vertical habit not less than three

Abutting R District
RO through R5
RO through R5
R6 through R7
RO through R5

Minimum Buffer

25 ft.
15ft.
10 ft.
10ft.

feet in width and six feet in height at the time of occupancy of such lot.

Individual shrubs or trees shall be planted not more than 20 feet on center, and

shall thereafter be mainteed by the owner or occupants to maintain a dense
screenyearround. At least 50%f the plantings shall consist of evergreens
and they shall be evenly spaced. A solid walolidwoodenfence, fiveto

six feet in height, complemented by suitable ptayg, may be substituted for

onehalf the required width of such landscajedfer strip; however

provisions of this section shall not supersede the minimum setbacks for
parking lots per SectioB.1nor the minimum yard requirements of Sections
5.5and5.6. No screen shall be closer than 10 feet to a public or private way.

Where deemed appropriate by the property owner and immediate abutters, and

as approved by the building inspector, another wall or fence height or fence

type, incld i n g

but

not

mi t ed

t o

coat ed

may be substituted for the required wall or fer®ee ®ction5.3.7for
screening anduifer requirements for Business dists, Industrial districts,

and @rking lots

(2) For any area used for the parking of more than five vehicles, the screening

provisions of SectioB.1, Off-Street Parking, shall apply.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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5.3.22.Gross Floor Area
A.

Accessory Structuregccessory structures must comply with the minimum yard,
maximum height, and minimum open space requirements of the district in which t
are located.

UpperStory Setbackdn any distict where the maximum building height exceeds
three stories, uppetory building setbacks shall be requir8ee5.3.17for Upper
Story Step Back requirements

Formixed uses andny permitted residential use not specifically identified in the
tables in Sectioh.5.2 the minimum penspace requirements (computed frtma
resdentialfloor area only) shall be ¥9landscaped and 20usable in the B1, B2,
B2A, B3, and B4 districts, and 15 percent usable in the B5 district.

Minimum side and rear yards in Industrial Districts and minimum front, side, and r¢
yard are not requitkwhenabutting railroad track or railroad rigbf-way if railroad
is utilized for loading or unloading.

For the purposes of this bylaw, the following areas of buildings are to be included
the calculation of Gross Floor Area:

(2) Elevator shafts anstairwellson each floor;

(2)  Attic areas with headroom, measured from subfloor to the bottom of the roc
structure of seven feet three inchesraore, except as excluded ir) @elow;

3) Interior mezzanines;

4) Penthouses;
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(5) Basemenhareas exceps excluded in (2below;
(6) Cellars in residential uses;

(7)  All-weather habitable porches and balcoreest
(8) Parking garagesxcept as excluded in)(bbelow.

For the purposes of this bylaw, the follow areas of buildings are to be excluded fro
the calculatiorof Gross Floor Area:

(1) Areas used for accessory parking, orgifeet loading purposes;

(2) Basement areas devoted exclusively to mechanical uses accessory to the
operation of the building;

3) Open oratticeenclosed exterior fire escapes;

(4)  Attic and other areassed for elevator machinery or mechanical equipment
accessory to the operation of the building; and

(5) Unenclosed porches, balconies, and decks.
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5.4 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT S
5.4.1. Districts and Purposes

The Town of Arlington has establishetjht residential districts to accommodate a variety of
singlefamily, two-family, duplex,threefamily, and multifamily apartment dwellings, as

well as offices in some cases, in locations that are appropriate for the permitted uses and
density of develoment. The boundaries of the districts are as shown on the Zoning Map.

A. RO, R1, and R2. The RO, R1, and R2 districts are traditional residential districts.
Together, these districts comprise a substantial majority of the residentially zoned
land in Arlington

(2) RO: Large Lot SingleFamily District. The Large Lot Singi€amily District
has the lowest residential density of all districts and is generally served by
local streets only. The Town discourages intensive land uses, uses ikt wo
detract from the singl&amily residential character of these neighborhoods,
and uses that would otherwise interfere with the intent of this Bylaw.

(2) R SingleFamily District. The predominant uses in R1 are sirgiaily
dwellings and public land and buildings. The Town discourages intensive land
uses, uses that would detract from the skfigiheily residential character of
these neighborhoods, and uses that would otherwise interfere with the intent
of this Bylaw.

3) R2: Two-Family District. The predominant use in R2 is a tfamily dwelling
or duplex This district is generally served by local streets only and its
neighborhoods are largely walkable and well established. It includes areas that
are generally within walking distance of the stores and transportation facilities
along Massachusetts Avenue and Broadway. The Town discourages uses that
consume large amounts of land, uses that would detract from thefsingie
and twefamily or duplexresidential character of these neighborhoods, and
uses that would otherwise interfere with the intent of this Bylaw.

B. R3 and R4. The R3 and R4 districts are established residential areas in or adjacent to
the commercial centers along Broadway and Massadhuseatnue.

(1) R3: ThreeFamily District. The predominant use in the R3 district is a three
family dwelling. It is the Townds intent
the R3 district. The Town discourages uses that would détoactthe smah
scale multifamily residential character of these neighborhoods, consume large
amounts of land, or otherwise interfere with the intent of this Bylaw.

(2) R4 Townrhouse Districts. The predominant useshe R4 districire one and
two-family dwellings in large, older houses. Conversions of these old homes
to apartments or officemreallowed to encourage their preservation.
Townhouse construction is permitted at the same density as the apartment
conversions, and at aade in keeping with the older houses. Uses which
would detract from the desired residential character, or otherwise interfere
with the intent of this bylaw, are discouraged.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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R5, R6 and R7 The R5, R6, and R7 districts apartment districts in which a
variety of uses and different densities of development are edldwor mediur
density (R6) and higldensity (R7) residential developmehtost of these districts
are along Massachusetts Avenue and Pleasant Street, priwithityor adjacent to
Arlington Center.

(2) R5: Apartment District/Low Densitylhe pedominant use is twdo three
story garden apartments located along or near principal arteries. The Town
allows smalscale offices on principal arteries only. The Tadigcourages
uses which would detract from the desired residential character, consume
large amounts of land, or otherwise interfere with the intent of this Bylaw.

(2) R6: Apartment District/Medium Density. The predominant land uses in the
Medium-Density Apartmat District consist of a mix of apartments up to four
stories high and offices at a smaller sc@lee Town discourages uses which
would detract from the desired residential and office character or otherwise
interfere with the intent of this Bylaw.

3) R7: Apatment District/High Density. The Higbensity Apartment District
accommodates apartments up to five stories high and offi@esimilar
scale. The Town discourages uses that would detract from the desired
character of these areas, such as laogde réail uses, or otherwise interfere
with the intent of this Bylaw.
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5.4.2. Dimensional and Density Requirements

The dimensional and density requirements in this Section apply to principal and accessory
uses and structures in the Residential districts. Additidinansional and density
regulations affecting all districts can be found in Sechidh

LEGEND FOR TABLES
Sqft.  Suare feet

ft Feet

L Length
H Height
w Width

ROW  Right-of-Way
SP Foecial Permit
Y Yes (use allowed)

A. Tables of Dimensional and Density Regulations

R District Lot Regulationgsee5.4.4B) for exceptions).

Minimum Requirement

District Use Minimum Lot Area Minimum Lot Minimum Lot
(sq. ft.) Area per Unit Frontage (ft .)
(sq. ft.)
RO 9,000 - 75
R1, R2 6,000 - 60
R3 e 60
Single-family detached dwelling, two - 5000 - 45

family dwelling, duplex dwelling , three -
family dwelling; or other permitted
structure except townhouse

Townhouse structure ~ —eeee 2,500 45
R4

Single-family detached dwelling, two - 6,000 - 60

family dwelling, duplex dwelling

Three-family dwelling 7500 - 70

Townhouse structure 30,000 2,500 100

Apartment conversion 12,500 2,500 80

Nursing home, dormitory, or single-room 20,000 - 100

occupancy conversion

Any other permitted structure 6,000 - 60
R5

Single-family detached dwelling, two - 6,000 - 60

family dwelling, duplex dwelling , three -
family dwelling

Townhouse, apartment building 20,000 1,450 100

Other permitted structure 6,000 - 60
R6

Single or two-family dwelling, duplex 500 - 45

dwelling, three -family dwelling

Townhouse structure, apartment 20,000 700 100

building, or office structure

Other permitted structure 6,000 - 60
R7 Any permitted principal structure 20,000 550 100

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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R District Yard and OpeBpace Requiremenfsee5.4.4B) for exceptions).

Minimum Requirement

District Use Front Yard (ft .) Side Yard (ft .) Rear Yard (ft .)
RO, R1 25 10
Rear (lot depth 100 ft. ormore) e e 20
Rear (lotdepth<2100f.) e e 20% lot depth
Accessory buildings and garage structures 25 6 6
R2 20 10
Rear (lot depth 100 ft. ormore) e e 20
Rear (lot depth <100f.) e e 20%lot depth
Accessory buildings and garage structures 20 6 6
R3
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 10 One side: min. 20
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three - family dwelling; 10
or other permitted structure except townhouse Sum of two
sides: min. 16
Townhouse structure 10 10 20
Accessory buildings and garage structures 10 6 6
R4
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 25 10 20
dwelling, duplex dwelling
Three-family dwelling 25 10 20
Townhouse structure 25 15 25
R4
Apartment conversion 25 10 20
Nursing home, dormitory, or single-room 25 25 25
occupancy conversion
Any other permitted structure 25 15 20
Accessory buildings and garage structures 25 6 6
R5
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 20 10 20
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse, apartment building 15 10+(L/10) 25
Other permitted structure 20 20 20
Accessory buildings and garage structures 20 6 6
R6
Single or two-family dwelling, duplex dwelling, 10 One side: min. 20
three -family dwelling 10
Sum of two
sides: min. 16
Townhouse structure, apartment building, or 15+(H/10) (H+L)/6 (H+L)/6
office structure
Other permitted structure 20 10 20
Accessory buildings and garage structures 20 10 10
R7
Any permitted principal structure 15+(H/10) (H+L)/6 (H+L)/6
At least 20 ft. At least 20 ft.
Accessory buildings and garage structures 20 10 10

Note: L is the length of a wall parallel (or within 45 degrees of parallel) to lot line, measured parallel to lot line,

subject to the provisions of Section 5.3.15 for buildings of uneven alignment or height.

part of the building for which the setback or yard is to be calculated.

H is the height of that
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R District Open Space and Lot Coverage Regulaii##s.4.2B) and5.3.13B) for exceptions).

Minimum / Maximum Requirements

District Use Landscaped Open  Usable Open Maximum
Space (Min.) Space (Min.) Lot Coverage
RO
Permitted residential structure 10% 30% 35%
Any other permitted structure 10% e e
R1, R2
Permitted residential structure 10% 30% 35%
Any other permitted structure 3% 0 - e
R3
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 10% 3% 0 -

dwelling, duplex dwelling, three - family dwelling;
or other permitted structure except townhouse

Townhouse structure 10% 30% 0 -

Any other permitted structure 30% 0 e e
R4

Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 10% 30% 35%

dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling

Townhouse structure 10% 3% 0 -

Apartment conversion 10% 30% 35%

Nursing home, dormitory, or single -room 3% 0 e e

occupancy conversion

Any other permitted structure 3% 0 - e
R5

Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 10% 30% 0 -

dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling

Townhouse, apartment building 10% 3% 0 -

Other permitted structure 3% 0 - e
R6

Single or two-family dwelling, duplex dwelling, 10% 3% 0 -

three -family dwelling

Townhouse structure, apartment building, or 10% 25% -

office structure

Other permitted structure 0% - e
R7

Any permitted principal structure 10% 5% 0 -

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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R District Building Height and Floor Area Ratio Regulatiqsse5.4.4B) for exceptions)

Maximum Allowed

District Use Maximum Maximum Maximum
Height height  Floor Area
(ft.) (stories) Ratio (FAR)

RO, R1
Single Family detached dwelling 35 2% -
Other permitted structure 35 2% 0.35
R2
Single family detached dwelling, two -family dwelling or duplex 35 2% -
dwelling
Other permitted structure 35 2% 0.35
RO, R1, R2
Accessory structures (> 80 sq. ft.) and private garages 20 2 e
Minor accessory building (<= 80 sq. ft.) 7 i
R3
Principal building or structure 35 3 0.75
Detached accessory structure (> 80 sq. ft.) 20 2 -
Detached accessory structure (<= 80 sq. ft.) 7 1 - N
R4 I('I/)J
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family dwelling, duplex 35 2% - -
dwelling o3
Three-family dwelling 35 3 - (7))
Townhouse structure 35 3 0.70 5
Apartment conversion 40 3 - E
Nursing home, dormitory, or single-room occupancy conversion 35 3 0.70- 5
Any other permitted structure 35 2% 0.35 5
Detached accessory structure (> 80 sq. ft.) 20 2 -
Detached accessory structure (<= 80 sq. ft.) 7 1 -
R5
Any residential or other principal structure 35 3 0.80
Detached accessory structure (> 80 sq. ft .) 20 -
Detached accessory structure (<= 80 sq. ft.) 7 1 -
R6
Principal building or structure 35 3 0.8
Townhouse, apartment building, or office on more than 20,000 sqg. 40 4 1.2
ft. 35 3
Detached accessory structure (> 80 sq. ft.) 20 2 -
Detached accessory structure (<= 80 sq. ft.) 7 i
R7
Any permitted principal structure 40 5 1.50
Accessory buildings and garage structures gg 2 -
Detached accessory structure (> 80 sq. ft.) 20 2 -

Detached accessorystructure (<= 80 sq. ft.) 7 1 -
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B. Exceptions to Minimum Lot AredMinimum Front YardLot Width, Frontage, Open
Space, Side Yaraand HeighRequirements in the RO, R1, and R2 Districts.

(1)

)

3)

(4)

()

(6)

The following appliego any lot shown on a subdivision plan approved by the
Board of Survey or on a plan or deed recorded with the Registry of Deeds
prior to May 15, 1924. Isuch lot did not contain @rincipal buildingor a
building permitwas not issued prior to Auguag, 1975, the minimum lot

size, frontage, open space, and side yard requirements for a residential use
shall not apply, and the lot may be built upaith asingle or two-family
residential use if permitted in the applicable district, provided that:

1 Thelot contains at least 5,000 square feet of area and 50 feet of frontage,
and

The lot was not held in common ownership with any adjoining land, and
The lot conformed to theexisting dimensional and density requirements
at the time that it was shown on gpeoved plan or by recorded deed or
plan, and

1 The minimum open space requirements of this section are satisfied.

il
)l

Exemption for particular streefghe following shall apply to lots on
Sunnyside Avenue, Gardner Street, Silk Street, Marrigan Street, andrire
Street if shown on separate subdivision plans recorded with the Registry of
Deeds prior to August8,1975. The minimum lot size, minimum frontage,
and minimum side yard requirements for residential uses in the R2 district
shall not apply, and a siregfamily dwelling attached to one other single
family dwelling on an adjoining lot as of Augu&s, 1975, shall be considered
a building lot.

RO District Minimum Lot Area Exception. Any lot shown on the Zoning Map
as proposed by the zoning bylaw changst fidvertised on February 21,

1991, as being in the RO district, and which was recorded with the Registry of
Deeds on or before February 21, 1991, and which did not contain a principal
building, or for which a building permit was not issued, may be bpdnhu

with a single family residential use provided that the lot contains not less than
6,000 square feet of area and 60 feet of frontage.

Front YardMinimum Lot WidthRequirements anBixceptions. The minimum
front yardlot width shall be50 feetat all poiris between the front lot line and
the nearest building walexcept that such minimum front yard lot widttall
not apply to (i) any lot excepted undgection5.4.24B)(1) or 5.4.2B)(2) or

(ii) restoration of any principal building that existed on a lot or for which a
building permit was issued prior to Februdryi988.

Calculation of Building Height. On a lot with a slop®re tharb%, building

height is the vertical distance of the highest point of the roof above the
average finished grade of the ground using grade plane as defined in the State
Building Code.

Large Addtions. No alteration or addition which increases the gross doea
of a building by 750 square feat more, or by 5% or more of the building's
gross floor area on the date of application for a pernbeoause of

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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cumulative alterations or additiodsiring the previous two years, shall be
allowed unless:

1 The addition is constructed entirely within the existing foundation, or

1 The Board of Appeajsacting pursuant to Secti@3, finds that the
alteration or addition is in harmony with other structures and uses in the
vicinity.

In making its determination, the Board of Appeals shall consider, among other
relevantfat s, the proposed alteration or
relation to abutting structures and uses and its conformity to the purposes of t
Bylaw as set forth in Sectidh2

(7 GaragesPrivate detached garages need not conform to side yard and/or re
yard setbacks, but shall geverned by the following tahle

Setback required from

Gardner Street, Silk Street, Marrigan Street, and Fremont Street. Attached single
family dwellings existing in August, 1975, on these streets are permitted as a right

Construction Side Lot Line Side Lot Line Rear Lot Line
Type Garage located Garage located
entirely within within side yard )
rear yard I(JI')J
Type 1 and Type 2 0 ft. 10 ft. None S
with a Type 3B roof
o
Type 3 6 ft. 10 ft. 6 ft. N
o
C. One exception is made for attached sirfglaily dwellings on Sunnyside Avenue, =
|_
2
O

D. In the RO, R1 and R2 disttis no new licensedunsing home, rest home, convalescen
homefacilities shall be constructed except at sites whereon these facilities existed
of August, 1975. These existing facilities may be reconstructed to meet code
requirementsn accordance with a special permit un8&and3.4.

5.4.3. Use Regulationdor Residential Districts

Class of Use RO R1 R2 R3 R4 RS R6 R7
Residential

Single-family detached dwelling Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Six or more single family dwellings SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP
on one or more contiguous lots

Two-family dwelling, duplex Y Y Y Y Y Y
Six or more units in two -family SP SP SP SP SP SP
dwellings or duplex dwelling on one

or more contiguous lots

Three-family dwelling SP SP SP SP SP
Townhouse SP SP SP SP SP
Apartment building SP SP SP
Conversion to apartments, up to 18 SP SP

units per acre, with no alteration to
the exterior of the building
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Class of Use RO
Residential

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

R6

R7

Single-room occupancy building

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Group home Y

Conversion of one- or two -family SP
dwelling to bed and breakfast

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Assisted living residence

SP

Dormitory
(Note: See Section3.5 if use is for
educational or religious purposes )

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Institutional, Educational

Community center, youth club, adult SP
education center, or similar facility

operated by a non-profit institution

(Note: See Section3.5 if use is for
educational or religious purposes .)

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Nonprofit, members -only private
club or lodge

SP

SP

SP

SP

Nursing home, rest home, SP
convalescent home

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Town or nonprofit cemetery, SP
mausoleum, or crematorium

SP

Library, museum, or art gallery open SP
to the public and not conducted as a

private gainful business. (Note: See

Section 3.5 if use is for educational

or religious purposes.)

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Agricultural

Farm on less than 5 acres unless Y
otherwise exempt under G.L. c. 40A,

83, and without livestock or poultry,

or market garden provided that all

goods or produce sold are grown on

the premises.

Public, Recreational,
Entertainment

Municipal or non-profit park, Y
playground, or similar outdoor
recreation facility

Municipal or non-profit fishing, SP
tennis, swimming, skating, golf club,

or other outdoor recreation facility

not conducted as a private gainful

business

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Municipal or non-profit recreation
building

Municipal or non-profit enclosed SP
entertainment and recreation
facilities

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Fire station

Police station

<

<

<

<

<

Town office building

Municipal public works yard and
associated maintenance, storage,
and office facilities

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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Class of Use RO R1 R2 ¥ R4 R5 R6 R7

Utility, Transportation,
Communications

Essential services SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP

Radio or television studio or Y Y
receiving facility; no wireless
transmitting facilities

Municipal radio or television studio SP
or receiving facility licensed by the
Town and under Town jurisdiction

Municipal or other public parking SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP
area or structure
Commercial off -street parking area SP SP

or structure for the parking or

storage on a fee basis of automobiles
and light commercial vehicles with a
rated capacity of 1 ton or less
provided no repairs, servicing or sale
of gasoline is carried out on the
premises

Non-residential parking lot serving a SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP
business use located in and entered
from an adjoining B3 or B5 district,
provided that:
A No business, sales, service, or
loading operations are
performed on the lot, and
A Lot complies with the screening
provisions of Section 6.1.

Residential surface parking lot SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP
serving residential uses in another
district provided that:
A Lot used for parking abuts the
residential property it serves for
at least 50 ft.; and
A Both lots are under common
ownership; and
A Lot complies with the screening
provisions of Section 6.1.

Wireless Communications Facility

In a Town building; wireless SP SP SP SP SP SP
facility shall not extend more

than 15 feet or 25 %of building

height, whichever is less, above

the highest point of the building

In building other than Town SP SP SP
building; wireless facility shall

not extend more than 15 feet or

25%o0f building height, whichever

is less, above the highest point of

the building

In building other than Town SP SP SP
building, use of which is exempt

under G.L. c. 40A, 8 3; wireless

facility shall not extend above

the highest point of the building

Located on a public utility pole; Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
no part of wireless facility shall

extend more than 40 feet above

ground or have a total volume

over 2 cubic feet
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Class of Use RO R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7
Personal, Consumer and Business

Services

Funeral Home SP SP SP

Eating & Drinking Establishments

Restaurant => 2,000 sq. ft., and any SP
restaurant that is principal use on lot
of 10,000 sq. ft. or more

Retail

Retail, general, with more than SP
3,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area

Retail, local, with less than 3,000 sq. SP
ft. of gross floor area

Office Uses

Business, professional or medical/
clinic offices

A Less than 3,000 sq. ft. gross SP SP Y Y
floor area per building

A 3,000 sq. ft. or more gross floor SP SP
area per building

A Inan existing building originally SP SP Y Y
designed for single or two -
family residential use, if the
building retains its residential
appearance and fronts on a
street with at least 50 foot
right -of-way

A Inan existing building originally SP SP SP SP
designed for single or two -
family residential use, if the
building retains its residential
appearance and fronts on a
street with < 50 foot right of
way

Physician or Clergy office within a SP SP SP SP
residence with up to 1 nonresident
employee

Commercial Entertainment,
Amusement, Assembly Uses

Enclosed entertainment and SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP
recreation facilities not conducted as
a private for -profit business

Research, Laboratory, Related Uses

Offices with data processing facilities SP SP SP
or laboratories and testing facilities,

which may include minor assembly or

fabrication activities limited to 25%

of the floor area

Light Industry

Research & development SP

Accessory Uses

Renting of up to three rooms SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP
Accessory private garage for Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
noncommercial motor vehicles

Accessory storage of a recreational Y Y Y Y Y Y

trailer or vehicle, registered
automobile or boat, or utility trailer,
not in the front yard

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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Class of Use RO R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7
Accessory Uses

Accessory structure not used as part Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
of business

Home occupation Note: Requires a Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

special permit if home occupation
serves customers or pupils on the
premises. See Section5.9.1.

Family child care SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP

Accessory retail, office, or consumer SP Y
service use in an apartment building
over 20,000 sq. ft. in gross floor

area, provided: all activities are
located on the first floor or

basement floor levels, such uses shall
not occupy more than 2,000 sq. ft.;

all materials, goods, and activities in
connection with said uses shall be
confined completely within the
building

Accessory personal services for SP SP
occupants or employees of hotel,

office, or industrial use; access

limited to within the building

Accessory off-street parking and Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
loading spaces conforming to the
provisions of Section 6.1

The storage or keeping of not more
than one commercial vehicle:

A Inaprivate garage accessory to Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
a dwelling if owned or used by a
person residing in such dwelling

A Open air parking or storage SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP
accessory to a dwelling if owned
or used by a person residing in
such dwelling
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A~ Parking of not more than 4 SP SP Y Y
commercially -owned shared
vehicles

A Parking of not more than 4 SP SP SP SP SP SP Y Y
commercially -owned shared
vehicles, located on land under
the jurisdiction of the Town

Temporary food or beverage Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
concession for profit at an event
Fundraising event by an Arlington Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

non-profit organization with
appropriate permits and no
automated amusements

Other accessory use SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP
Up to three dwelling units in a SP SP Y Y
building containing a business or

service use

Fraternal, civic, entertainment, SP SP SP SP SP Y Y Y

professional, or health or similar
clubs or organizations as an
accessory use

Cable television studio and/or head SP SP SP SP SP SP
end site including antenna and
satellite reception facility
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Class of Use RO R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7
Accessory Uses

Catering service Y
Keeping of up to six hen chickens if Y Y Y

they are:

A Used only for noncommercial
purposes, and

A Permitted by Arlington Board of
Health, and

A Kept in an enclosure in the rear
yard at least six feet from alll
property lines and at least 25
feet from residences on abutting
lots

Temporary seasonal signage as part SP
of a signage plan at a fenced athletic

field with one or more permanent

structures to seat more than 300

people

5.5 BUSINESS DISTRICTS
5.5.1. Districts and Purposes

TheTown of Arlington has established six business districts to provide for goods and
services and employment opportunities in a variety of settings. The boundaries of the districts
are as shown on the Zoning Map.

A. B1: Neighborhood Office District. In the Neighborhood Office District, the
predominant uses include erand twefamily dwellings, houses with offices on the
ground floor, or officestructuresvhich are in keeping with the scale of adjacent
houses. Primarilfocated on or adjacent to Massachusetts Avenue, this district is
intended to encourage preservation of sfeadlle structures to provide contrast and
set off the highedensity, more active areas along the Avenue. Mixesl buildings
without retail spacare allowed in this district. The Town discourages uses that
would detract from the desired low level of activity, consume large amounts of land,
or otherwise interfere with the intent of this Bylaw.

B. B2: Neighborhood Business District. The Naigrhood Business District is intended
for small retail and service establishments serving the needs of adjacent
neighborhoods and oriented to pedestrian traffic, and migeduildings. Locations
are almost all along Massachusetts Avenue or BroadwayT e discourages uses
t hat woul d det r ac tscal busimesstchamcteddr athervisec t 6 s s mal |
interfere with the intent of this Bylaw.

C. B2A: Major Business District. The B2A district is located along Massachusetts
Avenue, Mill StreetSummer Street, and Broadway. These areas generally contain
retail and service uses that serve the needs of a large neighborhood area. Customers
generally arrive by car, so the Town wants to ensure that ample parking is available to
serve the retailer. Med-use buildings are allowed in this district, as is medium
density housing due to the districtds proxin
prohibited uses include (but are not limited to) automotive uses, some office uses, and
wholesale business an@sige uses.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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D. B3 Village Business District. The Vi
include retail, service and office establishments catering to both convenience and
comparisorgoods shoppers and oriented to pedestrian traffic. Misedstructures
are allowed and encouraged in this district. The three locations include portions of
principal business areas of Arlington: Lake Street, Arlington Center, and Arlington
Heights. Businesses which consume large amounts of land and actihiizh
interrupt pedestrian circulation and shopping patterns or otherwise interfere with t
intent of this bylaw are discouraged.

E. B4: Vehicular Oriented Business District. The Vehicular Oriented Business District
provides for establishmentsat are primarily oriented to automotive traffic, which
means they require large amounts of land in proportion to building coverage. This
district also consists of establishments devoted to the sale or servicing of motor
vehicles, the sale of vehicular gaand accessories, and service stations. Arlington
has an abundance of automotive and automotive accessory sales and service
establishments. As these businesses gradually close, the Town has encouraged
conversion of the property to other retail, servaféce, or residential use,
particularly as part of mixedse development.

F. B5: Central Business District. The Central Business District is a small district in
Arlington Center. It includes retail, service, and office uses, and it providesrder |
scale development. The scale is intended to reinforce the Center's role as the foc
activity in Arlington. Mixeduse development is encouraged, such as the combining
of residential and business uses. Activities shall be oriented to pedestfiaratraf
to centralized parking. The Town discourages businesses that consume large amg
of land and interrupt pedestrian circulation and shopping patterns or otherwise
interfere with the intent of this Bylaw.

DISTRICTS & USES

5.5.2. Dimensional and Density Regulations

The dimeasional and density requirements in this Section apply to principal and accessor
uses and structures in the Business districts. Additional regulations affecting all districts (
be found in Sectiob.3.

LEGEND FOR TABLES
Sq.ft.  Square feet

ft Feet
L Length
H Height
W Width
ROW  Right-of-Way
SP Special Permit
Y Yes (use allowed)
A. Tables of Dimensional and Density Regulations

B District Lot Regulations

District Use Minimum Lot Minimum Lot Area Minimum Lot
Area (sq. ft.) per Unit (sq. ft.) Frontage (ft .)
Bl
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 6,000 2,500 60
dwelling, duplex dwelling , three -family dwelling
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Minimum Requirement

District Use Minimum Lot Minimum Lot Area Minimum Lot
Area (sq. ft.) per Unit (sq. ft.) Frontage (ft .)
Mixed-use 5000 | @ - 50
Any other permitted use 5,000 2,500 50
B2
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 6,000 2,500 60
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 5,000 1,450 50
Mixed-use <=20,000 sg. ft. | —— | - 50
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. >20,000 1,450 50
Any other permiteduse | - 1,450 50
B2A
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 6,000 2,500 60
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Apartments on street w/ ROW =<50 ft. 20,000 1,450 100
Apartments on street w/ ROW >50 ft. 20,000 700 100
Mixed-use <=20,000sq. ft. | e e 50
Mixed-use >20,000 sqg. ft. >20,000 700 50
Any other permiteduse | - | e 50
B3
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 6,000 2,500 60
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 20,000 600 100
Mixed-use <=20,000 s¢. ft. | e | e 50
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. >20,000 600 50
Any other permitted use <20,000sq.ft. | = - 600 50
Any other permitted use >=20,000 sq. ft. 20,000 600 100
B4
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 6,000 2,500 60
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Apartments on street w/ ROW =<50 ft. 20,000 1,450 100
Apartments on street w/ ROW >50 ft. 20,000 700 100
Mixed-use <=20,000s¢.ft. | - | e 50
Mixed-use >20,000 sqg. ft. >20,000 700 50
Any other permitteduse | - | e 50
B5"
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 6,000 2,500 60
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 20,000 550 100
Mixed-use <=20,000 s¢.ft. | - | 50
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. >20,000 700 50
Any other permiteduse | - 600 50
On a lot >= 40,000 sq. ft. >40,000 550 100
On a lot >= 80,000 sq. ft. >80,000 550 150

AThe maximum height in feet of any building or buildings may be modified by special permit of the Arlington
Redevelopment Board under Sect®a of this Bylaw, provded that the total roof area exceeding either maximum height
shall be equal to an equal roof area, within the part of the project to which the same height limit applies, thatrighess tt
maximum height so that the total of the products of the hartomof area of all roofs times their respective heights shall
exceed the product of the horizontal area of the total roof times the applicable maximum height permitted in the distri
provided further that the height of any roof shall not exdbhedapplicable maximum height permitted in the district by mol
than 12 feet.
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B District Yard and Open Space Requirements

Minimum Requirement

District Use Front Yard (ft .) Side Yard (ft.) | Rear Yard (ft .)
B1
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 20 10 20
dwelling, duplex dwelling , three -family dwelling
Mixed-use 20 10 20
Any other permitted use 20 10 20
B2
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 20 10 20
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 20 10 20
Mixed-use <=20,000 sg. ft. | e | 10+(L/10)
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 0 0 10+(L/10)
Any other permitteduse | e e 10+(L/10)
B2A
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 20 10 20
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Apartments on street w/ ROW =<50 ft. 15 10+(L/10) 30
Apartments on street w/ ROW >50 ft. 15+(H/10) (H+L)/6 (H+L)/6
(at least 30
ft)
Mixed-use <=20,000 sq. ft. 0 0 10+(L/10)
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 0 0 10+(L/10)
Any other permitteduse | e | e 10+(L/10)
B3
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 20 10 20
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 15+(H/10) (H+L)/6 (H+L)/6
Mixed-use <=20,000 sq. ft. 0 0 (H+L)/6
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 0 0 (H+L)/6
Any other permitted use <20,000sq.ft. | - | e (H+L)/6
Any other permitted use >20,000sq.ft. | e | e (H+L)/6
B4
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 20 10 20
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Apartments on street w/ ROW =<50 ft. 15 10+(L/10) 30
Apartments on street w/ ROW >50 ft. 15+(H/10) (H+L)/6 (H+L)/6
(atleast 30 ft )
Mixed-use <=20,000 sq. ft. 0 0 10+(L/10)
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 0 0 10+(L/10)
Any other permiteduse | e | e 10+(L/10)
B5
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 20 10 20
dwelling, duplex dwelling , three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 15+(H/10) (H+L)/6 (H+L)/6
(at least 20 ft .) (at least 20
ft.)
Mixed-use <=20,000 sq. ft. 0 0 10+(L/10)
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 0 0 10+(L/10)
Any other permitted use (H+L)/6
Onalot>=40,000sqg.t. | e e (H+L)/6
Onalot>=80,000sq.t. | e | e (H+L)/6

Note: L is the length of a wall parallel (or within 45 degrees of parallel) to lot line, measured parallel to lot

line, subject to the provisions of Section 5.3.15 for buildings of uneven alignment or height.

that part of the building for which the setback or yard is to be calculated.

H is the height of

(0p)
L
(7))
>
o
(0p)
|_
O
x
|_
)
(@)
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B District Open Space and Lot Coverage

Use District Landscaped Open | Usable Open | Maximum Lot
Space Space Coverage
B1
Slnglgfamlly detachedl dwelling, two .-famlly . 10% 2006 |
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Mixed-use 20% Sec.5.3.2T | ..
Any other permitted use 20% Sec.5.3.21 | = -
B2
Slnglefamlly detached_ dwelling, two _-famlly _ 10% 0% |0 T
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 10% 20% | @ -
Mixed-use 10% Sec.5.3.21 | _____
Any other permitted use 10% Sec.5321 |
B2A
Slnglgfamlly detachedl dwelling, two .-famlly . 10% 2006 | T
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Apartments on street w/ ROW =<50 ft. 10% 2500 | 00 -
Apartments on street w/ ROW >50 ft. 10% 20% | 0 -
Mixed-use <=20,000sg.ft. | - | | e
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 10% Sec.5.321 | = -
Any other permitted use 20% Sec.53.2T | ...
0 | | e
B3
Slnglgfamlly detachedl dwelling, two .-famlly . 10% 0% |0
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 10% 20% | 0
Mixed-use <=20,000s¢.ft. | - Sec.5.3.21 | = -
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 10%
Any other permitted use 20% Sec.5.3.21 |
B4
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 10% 0% | 00
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Apartments on street w/ ROW =<50 ft. 10% 30% | @ -
Apartments on street w/ ROW >50 ft. 10% 20% | @ -
Mixed-use <=20,000sg.ft. | - | o Lo |
) Sec.5.3.21
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 10% ee
Any other permitted use 10% Sec.5321 | .
B5
Slnglgfamlly detached_ dwelling, two _-famlly _ 10% 0% |0
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 10% 15% | -
Mixed-use <= 20,000 s¢. ft. | - Sec.5.3.21
Mixed-use > 20,000 sq. ft. 0% || e
Any other permitteduse (| 77 (20%ftor |
On a lot >= 40,000 sq. ft. 10% residential use) | = -
On a lot >= 80,000 sq. ft. 10% Sec.5.3.21
10%
Sec.5.3.21
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B District Building Height and Floor Area Ratio Regulations

Maximum Allowed

District Use Maximum Maximum Maximum
Height (ft .) height Floor Area
(stories) Ratio (FAR)
B1
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 35 2% 0.75
dwelling, duplex dwelling , three -family dwelling
Mixed-use 35 3 0.75
Any other permitted use 35 3 0.75
B2
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 35 2% 0.75
dwelling, duplex dwelling , three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 35 3 1.00
Mixed-use <= 20,000 sq. ft. 50 4* 1.50
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 40 3 1.00
*SeeSecb5.3.17
Any other permitted use 35 2% 1.00
B2A N
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 35 2% 0.75 L
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling g
Apartments on street w/ ROW =<50 ft. 35 3 0.80
Apartments on street w/ ROW >50 ft. 40 4 1.20 o3
25 N
Mixed-use <= 20,000 sq. ft. 60 5 1.50 —
50 4 O
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 50 4 1.00 '
40 3 —
Any other permitted use 35 3 1.00 @
B3 (@]
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 35 2% 0.75
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 60 5 1.40
20,000 sq. ft. 40 3
Mixed-use <= 20,000 sq. ft. 60 5* 1.50
50 4
Mixed-use >20,000 sq. ft. 50 5 1.40
40 3
Any other permitted use < 20,000 sqg. ft. 60 5 1.00
40 3
Any other permitted use >= 20,000 sq. ft. 60 5 1.40
40 3
B4
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 35 2% 0.75
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Apartments on street w/ ROW =<50 ft. 35 3 0.80
Apartments on street w/ ROW >50 ft. 40 4 1.20
20
Mixed-use <= 20,000 sq. ft. 60 5 1.50
50 4*
Mixed-use > 20,000 sq. ft. 50 4 1.00
40 3
Any other permitted use 35 3 1.00
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Maximum Allowed

District Use Maximum Maximum Maximum
Height (ft .) height Floor Area
(stories) Ratio (FAR)
B5
Single-family detached dwelling, two -family 35 2% 0.75
dwelling, duplex dwelling, three -family dwelling
Townhouse or apartment building 7w | 1.50
40
Mixed-use <= 20,000 sq. ft. 60 5 1.80
50 4*
Mixed-use > 20,000 sq. ft. 60 5 1.40
40 3*
Any other permitted use 60 5 1.40
40 3
On a lot >= 40,000 sq. ft. 74 I 1.50
40
On a lot >= 80,000 sq. ft. 471?) ----- 1.80

5.5.3. Use Regulations for Business Districts

Class of Use Bl B2 B2A B3 B4 [215)
Residential

Single-family detached dwelling Y Y Y Y Y Y
Two-family dwelling, duplex dwelling Y Y Y Y Y Y
Six or more single-family dwellings or six or more

units in two-family dwellings or duplex dwellings on SP SP SP SP SP SP
one or more contiguous lots

Three-family dwelling SP SP SP SP SP SP
Townhouse SP SP DP SP SP
Apartment building SP SP SP SP SP
C_onversion to_apartments, up to 18 units per acre, Sp

with no alteration to the exterior of the building

Single-room occupancy building SP SP
Group home Y Y Y Y Y Y
Hotel/Motel SP SP SP SP
gr(;r;\ll(?sslton of one or two-family dwelling to bed and sp sp sp sp P P
Assisted living residence SP

BTN Pt CY v v v
Institutional, Educational

Community center, youth club, adult education

center, or similar facility operated by  a non-profit sp sp sp sp

institution (Note: See Section3.5 if use is for
educational or religious purposes .)

Nonprofit, members -only private club or lodge SP SP SP SP Y SP

Non-exempt educational use, e.g., trade, driving,
music, dancing school

Library, museum, or art gallery open to the public

and not conducted as a private gainful business.

(Note: See Section3.5 if use is for educational or SP SP SP SP SP
religious purposes.)
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Class of Use Bl B2 B2A B3 B4 BS
Agricultural

Sales place for flowers as a principal not accessory

use, garden supplies, agricultural produce, conducted Y Y Y Y Y

outdoors or commercial greenhouse

Farm on less than 5 acres unless otherwise exempt
under G.L. c. 40A, 83, or market garden provided that Y Y Y Y Y Y
all goods or produce sold are grown on the premises

Public Recreational, Entertainment

Conservation land Y Y Y Y Y Y

Municipal or non-profit park, playground, or similar

. . Y
outdoor recreation facility
Municipal or non-profit fishing, tennis, swimming,
skating, golf club, or other outdoor recreation facility SP
not conducted as a private gainful business
Municipal or non-profit recreation building Y Y Y Y Y Y
Munlmpal or ngn-proﬂt enclosed entertainment and sp sp sp sp sp
recreation facilities
Fire station Y Y Y Y Y Y
Police station Y Y Y Y Y Y
Town office building Y Y Y Y Y Y 0
Mu_nlmpal public works yard ar_wd assc_;_c!ated sp sp sp sp sp sp N
maintenance, storage, and office facilities n
Utility, Transportation, Communications D)
Bus, transit, railroad station sSP sP sP sP sP o3
Motor freight terminal sp &
Essential services SP SP SP SP SP SP @)
Rgdlo or teIeV|s[op studlplqr receiving facility without v v sp v v v e
wireless transmitting facilities —
Municipal or other public parking area or structure SP SP SP SP SP SP 9

(@)

Commercial parking or vehicle storage facility , with

: . > SP SP SP SP SP
no repairs, servicing or sale of gasoline

Residential surface parking lot serving residential
uses in another district provided that:
A The lot used for parking abuts the residential
property it serves for at least 50 ft.; and SP SP SP SP SP SP
A Both lots are under common ownership; and
A The parking lot complies with the screening
provisions of Section 6.1

Wireless Communication Facility

In a Town building; wireless facility shall not
extend more than 15 feet or 25% of building

height, whichever is less, above the highest point SP SP SP SP
of the building
In a building other than a Town building; wireless
. o
facility shall not extend more than 15 feetor 25 % sp sp sp sp sp

of building height, whichever is less, above the
highest point of the building

In building other than Town building, use of which SP
is exempt under G.L. c. 40A, § 3; wireless facility

shall not extend above the highest point of the

building

Located on a public utility pole; no part of

wireless facility shall extend more than 40 feet

above ground or have a total volume over 2 cubic Y Y Y Y Y Y
feet



https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section3
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter40A/Section3
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Class of Use Bl B2 B2A B3 B4 [215)
Commercial & Storage Uses
Motor vehicle sales and rental, sale of auto parts, and
accessory storageentirely with in an enclosed Sp
structure , provided the neighborhood is protecte d
from noise, fumes, gases, smoke and vapor
Outdoor sales and storage of undamaged, operable sp
automobiles
Auto repair shop, not including a junkyard or open
storage of abandoned vehicles, body work or auto SP
painting
Car wash facility SP
Auto service station SP
Personal, Consumer and Business Services
Copy center or print shop for sheet -fed printing Y Y Y Y Y
Bank, credit union or other financial service; <2,000 v
sq. ft.
2,009 sq. ft. or more, or any drive -up banking Sp Sp Sp Sp
service
Personal service establishment Y
Hand laundry, dry cleaning, or tailor with more sp v
than 5 employees on site at the same time
Consumer service establishment sp v v v v v
1 With more tha}n 5 employees on site Sp Sp Sp Sp
at the same time
Funeral Home Y Y SP Y Y
Veterinary and animal care; accessory overnight
boarding only for veterinary/medical care in an Y Y Y Y Y
enclosed building
Eating & Drinking Establishments
Restaurant
< 2,000 sq. ft. gross floor area SP Y Y Y Y
=> 2,000 sg. ft., and any restaurant that is
principal use on lot of 10,000 sqg. ft. or more SP SP SP SP SP
Restaurant, Fast-Order Food
< 1,500 sqg. ft. in gross floor area Y Y Y Y
=> 1,500 sq. ft., and any restaurant that is
principal use on lot greater than 10,000 sq. ft. or SP SP SP SP
more
Restaurant, Drive-In Food Service SP
Catering service SP SP Y
Retail
Retail, general, >3,000 sq. ft. gross floor area SP SP SP SP SP
Retail, local; <3,000 sq. ft. Y Y Y Y Y
Manufacture, assembly, packaging of goods provided
that at least 50% of such goods are sold at retail
primarily on the premises
<1,000 sq. ft. Y Y Y Y Y
=>1,000 sq. ft. SP SP SP SP SP
Marijuana Retailer SP SP SP SP
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Class of Use Bl B2 B2A B3 B4 B5
Office Uses

Including but not limited to professional, business, or
medical offices:

Less than 3,000 sq. ft. gross floor area per building SP Y Y Y Y Y
A 3,000 sq. ft. or more gross floor area per building SP SP SP SP SP
A Office, display or sales space with no more than

25% of floor space used for assembly, packaging SP SP Y Y

or storage of commodities

A Inan existing building originally designed for
single- or two - family residential use, if the
building retains its residential appearance and is
on street with ROW of at least 50 ft.

A with ROW less than 50 ft. SP SP SP SP SP

Wholesale Business & Storage

Wholesale business in enclosedfacility SP SP

Wholesale storage and sale of flammable liquid, or
wholesale business conducting at least half of the

business at retail on the premises, based on business SP

receipts

Open or enclosed storage of vehicles SP

Commercial Entertainment, Amusement, Assembly (7))
Uses L
N R
Outdoor entertainment and recreation facilities SP SP ?)
(I:Ec:l'::(ljcilsggdeg;a:%?(mfnt and recreation facilities sp sp sp sp sp 5
Indoor Motion Picture Theater SP SP SP SP SP E
Adult Uses SP —
Research, Laboratory, Related Uses 9
Offices with data processing facilities or laboratories a
esembly ot fabricaion acivtes Imted 1028 %of ~ SP SP SPSP 'SP P

the floor area

Research and development establishment SP SP SP SP SP
Marijuana Research and Testing Facility SP SP SP SP

Light Industry

Laundry or dry cleaning plant SP

Printing, binding, engraving plant SP SP
Contractords or Building SP

Stone cutting, shaping, finishing in enclosed facility SP

Truck service and repair SP

Light manufacturing provided dust, flashing, fumes,

gases, odors, refuse matter, smoke, and vapor in

enclosed facility or disposed of properly and provided SP
no noise or vibration is perceptible without

instruments at a distance greater than 50 feet

Marijuana Production Facility SP

Other Principal Uses

Medical Marijuana Treatment Center SP SP SP SP

Artisanal fabrication SP SP SP SP SP SP

Artistic/creative production SP Y Y Y Y Y
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Class of Use
Other Principal Uses

Bl

B2

B2A

B3

B4

BS

Mixed-use

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Accessory Uses

Renting of up to three rooms

Accessory private garage for noncommercial motor
vehicles

Accessory storage of a recreational trailer or vehicle,
registered automobile or boat, or utility trailer, not
in the front yard

Accessory structure not used as part of business

Home occupation or office

Physician or Clergy office within a residence with up
to 1 nonresident employee

Family child care

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Accessory retail or office use in apartment building
over 20,000 square feet in gross floor area, provided:
all activities are located on the first floor or

basement floor levels, such uses shall not occupy
more than 2,000 sq. ft.; all materials, goods, an d
activities in connection with said uses shall be
confined completely within the building

Accessory personal services for occupants or
employees of hotel, office, or industrial use; access
limited to within the building

Accessory off-street parking and loading spaces
conforming to the provisions of Section 6.1

The storage or keeping of not more than one
commercial vehicle:

A In a private garage accessory to a dwelling if
owned or used by a person residing in such
dwelling

A Open air parking or storage accessory to a
dwelling if owned or used by a person residing in
such dwelling

Y

A Parking of not more than 4 commercially -owned
shared vehicles

SP

A Parking of not more than 4 commercially -owned
shared vehicles, located on land under the
jurisdiction of the Town

SP

Accessory outdoor storage; storage area not
exceeding 25% ofthe lot coverage of the principal
building.

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Temporary food or beverage concession for profit at
an event

Fundraising event conducted by an Arlington based
non-profit organization, with no automated
amusements

Other accessory usecustomarily incidental to
permitted primary use

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Activities accessory to a permitted use that are
necessary in connection with scientific research

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Up to three dwelling units in a building containing a
business or service use

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Fraternal, civic, entertainment, professional, or
health or similar clubs or organizations as an
accessory use

SP

Cable television studio and/or head end site including
antenna and satellite reception facility

SP
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Class of Use Bl B2 B2A B3 B4 [215)
Accessory Uses
Catering service Y Y Y Y Y Y

5.6 OTHER DISTRICTS
5.6.1. Districts and Purposes

A. MU: Multi-Use. The MultiUse District allows larger scale development only when
controlled by the Arlington Redevelopment Board through urbaawal plans and
Environmental Design Reviewesignation as a MuHuse District requires a
minimum of one acre of land.

B. I: Industrial District. The Industrial Districh the Mill Brook Valleyallows uses
requiring the manufacture, assembly, processingandling of materials which
because of their traffic, noise, appearance, odor, or hazards would be disruptive tc
residential and other business udeghis district, the Town discouragesidential
uses, retail business uses, or uses which wobkhwetse inérfere with the intent of
this Bylaw. Mixed-use development is allowed without residential space.

C. T: Transportation Districtin the Transportation Districthe pincipal uses are bus
terminals, open space uses, and the Minuteman Bikewayitusesflict with these
allowed uses or which otherwise interfere with the intent ofBglaw are prohibited.

D. PUD: Planned Unit Development District. The Planned Unit Development District
provides for &rge scale, muhiise development upon approval afevelopment plan
and the assembly of a large amount of land.

DISTRICTS & USES

E. OS. Open Space District. The Open Space Disiniciudesparcels under the
jurisdiction ofthe Park and Recreation Commission, Conservation Commission,
Arlington Redevelopment BoartMassachusé&t Department of Conservation and
Recreation(DCR), or Massachusetts Bay Transportation AuthoryB{TA).
Structureswhere presentre clearly accessory to thancipal open space and
recreatiorfunctiors of the property.

5.6.2. Dimensional and Density Regulabns

The dimensional and density requirements in this Section apply to principal and accesso
uses and structures in the MU, |, YP, and OS districts. Additional dimensional and
density regulations affecting all districts can be found in Seé&tian

A. Tables of Dimensional and Density Regulations

Other District Lot Regulations

Minimum Requirement

Minimum Lot Area Minimum Lot Area Minimum Lot

(sq. ft.) per Unit (sq. ft.) Frontage ( ft.)
MU 40,000 | e e
,os e e
T 6,000 | = - 60
PUD 200,006 | - |




5-36/ DISTRICTS & USES

Other District Yard and Open Space Requirements

Minimum Requirement

Front Yard ( ft.) Side Yard (ft. ) | Rear Yard (ft.)
MU (H+L)/6" (H+L)/6* (H+L)/6*
| 10 10 10
T 25 10 20
PUD B B B
os e e e

A Not less than 30 feet.

B Buildings may be built to any street line provided the street exceeds 60 feet in width or the zoning on the

opposite side of the street is not R2. In all other areas, buildings shall be set back one

-quarter of the height

of the average of principal buildi ngs along the lot line but at least 25 feet from all front, side, and rear lot

lines.

CLots in separate ownership of less than 200,000 square feet in area shall be developed according to the
dimensional, density, and use regulations of the B3 district.

Other District Open Space and Lot Coverage

Minimum/Maximum Requirement

Landscaped Open | Usable Open Maximum
Space (Min.) Space (Min.) | Lot Coverage
MU 50% 15% 40%
,08 e e e
T 30% | - e
PUD Sec.5.6.ZB) | @ -— | ...

All Other District Maximum Height and Floor Area Ratio

Maximum Height Maximum Maximum
(ft.) height Floor Area

(stories) Ratio (FAR)
MU 700 - 1.00
| 52 4 1.50

39 3¢

T 35 2% 0.35
PUD 8 | P 0.80
os ] e E - N —

Notes:

A The maximum height in feet of any building or buildings may be modified per Section 3.4 of this Bylaw,
provided that the total roof area exceeding either maximum height shall be equal to an equal roof area,
within the part of the project to which the same height limit applies, that is less than the maximum height so
that the total of the pro ducts of the horizontal roof area of all roofs times their respective heights shall not
exceed the product of the horizontal area of the total roof times the applicable maximum height permitted in
the district, and provided further that the height of any r  oof shall not exceed the applicable maximum height
permitted in the district by more than 12 feet.

B See Section5.3.17.

€ Upper-story building setbacks required on structures with more than three stories. See Section 5.3.21.

P In a mixed-use building, residential uses shall be limited to five stories.

E Accessory buildings in the OS district shall be located on the property so as not to detract from the primary
goal of the open space use.
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B. Special Open Space Regulations for Planned Unit Developments
The minimum open space regulatidasplanned unit developments are as follows:
(1) Apartmentbuildingsi 10% landscaped, 10%sable.

(2) Hotel/motelsi 10%landscaped.

3) Retail stores None required around the building if an enclosed wall or arcag
is provided facing each retail store. Withoutesntlosed wall or arcade, a
minimum landscaped area of 1Gall be required.

(4)  Office and préessional building$ 10%landscaped.
C. Sale or Lease of Lots in a Planned Unit Development

Upon completion of Environmental Designyiaw under SectioB.4, individual tracts of
land in the Planned Unit Development of at least 30,000 square feet may be leased or s
development in accordanegth the approved Planned Unit Development site plan without
the provision of new setbacks for front, side, or rear yards. Each tract or lot so leased or
must make provision for a principal building, -stieet parking, and open space or plaza are

to serve it as required in th&JP district.

5.6.3. Use Regulationdor MU, PUD, I, T, and OS Districts

DISTRICTS & USES

Class of Use MU PUD | T OS
Residential

Single-family detached dwelling * Y
Two-family dwelling, duplex dwelling » Y
Three-family dwelling SP
Townhouse SP SP
Apartment building SP SP
Conversion to apartments, up to 18 units per acre,

with no alteration to the exterior of the building

Single-room occupancy building SP
Group home Y Y
Hotel/Motel SP
Assisted living residence SP
Dormitory

(Note: See Section3.5 if use is for educational or SP SP
religious purposes)

Institutional, Educational

Community center, youth club, adult education

center, or similar facility operated by an SP SP
educational, religious, or non -profit institution  ®

Nonprofit, members -only private club or lodge SP SP SP
Hospital SP

Licensed nursing home SP SP
Nonexempt educational use, e.g., trade, driving, v
music, dancing school

Library, museum, or art gallery open to the public

and not conducted as a private gainful business. © SP




5-38/ DISTRICTS & USES

Class of Use MU
Agricultural

PUD

Sales place for flowers as a principal not accessory
use, garden supplies, agricultural produce, Y
conducted outdoors or commercial greenhouse

Farm, non-exempt, or market garden provided that
all goods or produce sold are grown on the premises

Public Recreational, Entertainment

Conservation land

Municipal or non-profit park, playground, or similar
outdoor recreation facility

Municipal or non-profit fishing, tennis, swimming,
skating, golf club, or other outdoor recreation club,
or facility not conducted as a private gainful
business

SP

Municipal or non-profit recreation building Y

Municipal or non-profit enclosed entertainment and
recreation facilities

SP

SP

Fire station Y

Police station Y

<

<

Town office building Y

Municipal public works yard and associated
maintenance, storage, and office facilities

SP

SP

Utility, Transportation, Communications

Bus, transit, railroad station

SP

SP

Motor freight terminal

SP

Essential services SP

SP

SP

Radio or television studio or receiving facility;

without wireless transmitting facilities SP

Municipal or other public parking area or structure SP

SP

SP

SP

Commercial parking or vehicle storage facility , with
no repairs, services or sale of gasoline

SP

SP

Residential surface parking lot serving residential

uses in another district provided that:

A Lot used for parking abuts the residential
property it serves for at least 50 ft.; and

A Both lots are under common ownership; and

A Lot complies with the screening provisions of
Section 6.1.

SP

SP

Bikeway

Wireless Communication Facility

In a Town building; wireless facility shall not
extend more than 15 feet or 25 %of building
height, whichever is less, above the highest
point of the building

SP

In building other than Town building; wireless
facility shall not extend more than 15 feet or
25%0f building height, whichever is less, above
the highest point of the building

SP

SP

SP

Located on a public utility pole; no part of
wireless facility shall extend more than 40 feet
above ground or have a total volume over 2
cubic feet

Ground Mounded Solar Photovoltaic Installation
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Class of Use MU PUD I T (O]
Commercial & Storage Uses

Motor vehicle sales and rental, sale of auto parts,
accessory storage in enclosed structure, provided

neighborhood is protected from noise, fumes, gases, SP SP
smoke and vapor
Outdoor sales and storage of undamaged, operable
: SP Y
automobiles
Auto repair shop, with no open storage of sp sp
abandoned vehicles, body work or auto painting
Car wash facility SP SP
Auto service station SP
Personal, Consumer, and Business Services
Copy center or print shop for sheet -fed printing Y Y
Bank, other financial service; <2,000 sq. ft. Y
2,000 sq. ft. or more, or any drive -up banking sp
service
Personal service establishment Y
Hand laundry, dry cleaning, or tailor with more
. . Y
than 5 employees on site at the same time
Consumer service establishment Y Y )
Funeral Home % |(-|,_)J
Veterinary and animal care; accessory overnight D
boarding only for veterinary/medical care in an Y
enclosed building o
Eating & Drinking Establishments ﬂ
Restaurant O
< 2,000 sq. ft. gross floor area SP Y Y e
=> 2,000 sq. ft., and any restaurant that is sp sp E
principal use on lot of 10,000 sqg. ft. or more 5

Restaurant, Fast-Order Food

< 1,500 sqg. ft. Y

=> 1,500 sg. ft., and any restaurant that is

principal use on lot of 10,000 sqg. ft. or more SP
Catering service SP Y
Retail
Retail, general , >3,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area SP
Retail, local; <3,000 sq. ft. or gross floor area Y
Manufacture, assembly, packaging of goods where
at least 50% of goods are sold at retail primarily on
the premises
<1,000 sq. ft. Y Y
=>1,000 sq. ft. SP SP
Marijuana Retailer SP
Office Uses
Including but not limited to p rofessional, business,
or medical or dental offices
A tﬁﬁ;i:%an 3,000 sq. ft. gross floor area per sp v v
A 3,000 sq. ft. or more gross floor area per SP SP SP

building
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Class of Use
Office Uses

MU

PUD

A Office, display or sales space providing not
more than 25% of floor space is used for
assembling, packaging and storing commodities

A Inan existing building originally designed for
single- or two - family residential use, if the
building retains its residential appearance and
is on a street with ROW width less than 50 ft.

SP

SP

Wholesale Business & Storage

Wholesale business in enclosed facility

Office, display or sales space of a wholesale,
jobbing, or distributing establishment provi ded that
no more than 25%of floor space is used for
assembling, packaging and storing of commodities

Wholesale storage and sale of flammable liquid, or
wholesale business conducting at least half of the
business at retail on the premises

SP

Sorage of vehicles

SP

Storage of fluid (other than water)

SP

Open storage of raw materials, finished goods, or
equipment

SP

Commercial Entertainment, Amusement,
Assembly Uses

Enclosed entertainment and recreation facilities not
conducted as a private for -profit business

SP

SP

Enclosed entertainment and recreation facilities
conducted for profit

SP

SP

SP

Indoor Motion Picture Theater

SP

Research, Laboratory, Related Uses

Offices with data processing facilities or
laboratories and testing facilities, which may
include minor assembly or fabrication activities
limited to 25% of the floor area.

SP

SP

Research and development establishment

SP

Marijuana Research and Testing Facility

Light Industry

Laundry or dry cleaning plant

Printing, binding, engraving plant

Industrial services such as machine shop, plumbing,
electrical or carpentry shop or similar service

Contractord6s yard

Stone cutting, shaping, finishing in enclosed facility

Auto body shop; all work carried out inside the
building

Truck service and repair

Light manufacturing provided dust, flashing, fumes,
gases, odors, refuse matter, smoke, and vapor in
enclosed facility or disposed of properly and
provided no noise or vibration is perceptible without
instruments at a distance greater than 50 feet

SP

Marijuana Production Facility

SP

Other Principal Uses

Medical Marijuana Treatment Center

SP

Artisanal fabrication

SP

SP

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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Class of Use MU PUD I T oS
Other Principal Uses

Artistic/creative production SP SP Y

Mixed-use SP SP SPP

Accessory Uses

Renting of up to three rooms

Accessory private garage for noncommercial motor

) Y Y
vehicles
Accessory storage of a recreational trailer or
vehicle, registered automobile or boat, or utility Y Y
trailer, not in the front yard
Accessory structure not used as part of business Y Y Y
Home occupation \& Y Y
Family child care SP Y
Physiciands or Clergyf6s ¢ v sp v

with up to 1 nonresident employee

Accessory retail, office, or consumer service use in

an apartment building over 20,000 sq. ft. in gross

floor ar ea, provided: all activities located on first

floor or basement floor levels, such uses shall not Y Y Y
occupy more than 2,000 sq. ft.; all materials, goods,

and activities in connection with said uses shall be

confined completely within th e building

Accessory personal services for occupants or
employees of hotel, office, or industrial use; access Y Y Y
limited to within the building

Accessory off-street parking and loading spaces

conforming to the provisions of Section 6.1 Y Y Y SP
The storage or keeping of not more than one

commercial vehicle:

A In a private garage accessory to a dwelling if v v v

(0p)
L
(7))
>
o
(0p)
|_
O
x
|_
)
(@)

owned or used by a person residing in dwelling

A Openair parking or storage accessory to a
dwelling if owned or used by a person residing Y Y
in such dwelling

A Parking of not more than 4 commercially -owned
shared vehicles

A Parking of not more than 4 commercially -owned
shared vehicles, located on land under the Y Y
jurisdiction of the Town

Outdoor storage of not more than 3 vehicles

: - i SP
damaged or inoperative due to collision
Temporary food or beverage concession for profit at

Y Y SP

an event
Fundraising event conducted by an Arlington based
non-profit organization, with no automated Y Y Y SP
amusements
Ot_her accessory usecustomarily incidental to sp sp sp sp
primary use
Activities accessory to a permitted use that are Sp Sp

necessary in connection with scientific research

Up to three dwelling units in a building containing a

. . SP
business or service use

Fraternal, civic, entertainment, professional, or
health or similar clubs or organizations as an SP Y
accessory use

Catering service Y Y
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Class of Use

Notes

™ Six or more units on one or more contiguous lots requires a special permit.

B But permitted by right if accessory to a use exempt under G.L. c. 40A, § 3. See Setion 3.5.
€ If customers or pupils do not come to the house for business or instruction .

P Mixed-use in Industrial Zones shall not include residential uses.

5.7 FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT
5.7.1. Purpose
Thepurpose of Section 5.7 is:

A. Protect the health and safety of the occupants of lands subject to seasonal or periodic
flooding in the Mill Brook Alewife Brook Mystic River and Mystic Lakes
floodplain, as shown on the zoning overlay map of the Town of Arlington.

B. Prevent the reduction of the wataarrying capacity of streams, brooks, rivers, and
drainage courses by prohibiting the destruction or alteration of their natural character,
and by preventing encroachment by future development, both public and private, in
the floodway. A floodway includes the normal channel of a river or stream and those
portions of the floodplains adjoining the normal channel which are reasonably
required to carry off the flood flow.

C. Preserve the natural flood control characteristics and the water storage capacity of the
floodplain.
D. Protect the public from hazard and Itissough the regulation of future development

of lands adjoining such watercourses.

E. Protect the safety and purity of water; control and containment of sewage; safety of
gas, electric, fuetelecommunicationgnd other utilities from breaking, leaking,
shat-circuiting, grounding, igniting, electrocuting or any other dangers due to
flooding.

5.7.2. Boundaries

The Floodplain District is herein established as an overlay district. The District includes all
special flood hazard areas within the Town of Arlingtonglesied a Zone A, AE and X on

the Middlesex County Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) issued by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) for the administration of the National Flood Insurance
Program (NDIP). The map panels of the Middlesex County FlRdtldare wholly or

partially within the Town of Arlington include the following panel numbers: 25017C0412E,
25017C0416E, 25017C0419E, dated June 4, 2010 ( S
the District may be defined by the 1% annual (100 year flbadg flood elevations shown

on the FIRM and further defined by the Middlesex County Floor Insurance Study (FIS)
report dated June 4, 2018aid boundary, so determined, shall be presumed accurate. This
presumption may be overcome by credible evidence &oeyistered professional engineer

or other professional competent in such mattEne. FIRM and FIS report are incorporated
herein by reference and are on file with the Department of Planning and Community
Development and Conservation Commission.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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5.7.3. Applicability

A. Any proposed use, structure, development, filling, grading, or excavation within th
Floodplain District shall be governed by idgulations of this Section 5.@.L. c.
131, 8 40 Town of Arlington Bylaw for Wetlands Protectidmitle V, Article 8) and
the Towndés Wetland Protection Regul a
Department of Environmental Protection (DERD CMR 10.00Inland Wetlands
Restriction (DEPB10 CMR 13.00and the section of tHétate BuildingCode that
addresses floodplain areand shall require a building permit. The extent of the
Floodplain District shall be determined by Benservation Commission

B. The phrase, ABoard oévdadppepmamést oBo@Ar d]
shallme a n i s a $pecel parmittfrom the Board of Appeals or approval from
the Arlington Redevelopment Board in the case of activity subject to S&cfion
Environmental DesigR e vi.e woO

5.7.4. Setback from Open Stream

A building or structure, except for a retaining wall, fence, or bridge, may be set back less
than 15 feet by special permit from the Board of Appeals, following consultation with the
Arlington Conservation Commission

5.7.5. Use Regulations

A. Prohibited UsesNo construction, development, or filling shall be permitted in the
regulatory floodway as defined in the Middlesex County FIRMS.

B. Permitted Uses. The following uses are permitted in the Flamdpistrict:

(1)  The following outdoor uses shall be permitted as of right provided no
buildings or structures are erected:

DISTRICTS & USES

9 Sales place for flowers as a principal use, garden supplies, agricultural
produce, conducted partly or wholly outdoors, commercigiginouse or
garden

1 Farm (except the raising of livestock or poultry, if the farm is on less tha
five acres of land) or market garden Jautless otherwise exempt under
state lawjn nocase shall goods or produce be sold that are not the natu
products of the premises in question

1 Park, playground, or other outdoor recreational facility not conducted as
private business

1 Country, fishing, tennis, swimming, skating, golf club or other catdo
recreation facility not conducted as a private business

1 Wildlife management areas

1 Foot, bicycle, or horse paths

(2) For singlefamily detached dwellings, twiamily dwellings, or duplex
dwellings existing on the effective date of this Section is adver(idegust
28, 1975, the expansion of these (or their accessory) uses to a maximum o
15% of the lot coverage existing when this section is enacted, provided that
such expansions conformtias Section &and do not constitute substantial
improvement of atructure. Substantiahprovement means any repair,


https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIX/Chapter131/Section40
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIX/Chapter131/Section40
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town-governance/laws-and-regulations/town-bylaws/title-v-regulations-upon-the-use-of-private-property#A8
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-1000-wetlands-protection-act-regulations
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-1300-adopting-inland-wetland-orders
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5.7.6.

reconstruction, or improvement of a structure, the cost of which exce@ds 50
of the actual cash value of the structure either (a) before the improvement is
started, or (b) if the structure has been dadaand is being restored, before
the damage occurred. Structures erected or expanded under this Sé&ction 5.
shall use construction materials and utility equipment that are resistant to
flood damage, and construction methods and practices that will minimize
flood damage.

Special PermitNo earth or other material may be dumped, filled, excavated, or
transferred, unless all of the following conditions are found as part of a special permit
from the Board of Appeals or Arlington Redevelopment Board, as aplglicab

(1)

)

3)

(4)

The proposed use, including filling or excavating, when combined with all
existing uses, will not increase the water surfadbe 1% base flood
elevation

The proposed use shall comply with thest stringent of the following
regulations as amended in Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Regulations,
Department of Environmental Protection (DER)0) CMR 10.0Gnd Inland
Wetlands Resiction (DEP)310 CMR 13.0@nd in theTown of Arlington

Bylaw for Wetlands ProtectiofTitle V, Article 8) and the Wetland Protection
Regulations (Regulations) promulgated thereunder

Base Flood Elevation Data is required for prae®r other developments
greater than 50 lots or five acres, whichevehéslesser, withi®\ Zones
where the base flood elevation has not be established

The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to the reconstruction or repair of
a structure uless it constitutes substantial improvements exigiimy to August

28, 1975after a fire or other casualty. However, major repairs shall use
construction materials and utility equipment that are resistant to flood damage and
construction methods and ptiaes that will minimize flood damage.

In Zones A and AE, along watercourses that have not had a regulatory
floodway designated, the best available Federal, State, local, or other
floodway data shall be used to prohibit encroachments in floodways which
would result in any increase in flood levels within the community during the
occurrence of the base flood discharge.

Procedures

The application for a special permit shall be filed in accordance with Section 3.

The Board shall hold a public hearing in accoawith Sectior8.3 of this Bylaw
andG.L. c. 40A, 88 %and11.

5.7.7. Areas, Open Space, and Yard Regulations

The portion of any lot within the Floodplain District may be used to meet the lot area, open
space and yard requiremstior the district in which the remainder of the lot is situated.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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5.7.8. Exemptions

A. Where a proposed use is determined to fall within the limits of the Floodplain Dist
and the applicant determines that the location is not included in the definition of th
Floodplain District, said use may be exempt by the Board of Appeals or Arlington
Redevelopment Board, as applicable, from the provisions of this section if the
applicant provides sufficient evidence for the applicable Board to determine that t
land in queson should not be subject to the provisions of this Section.

B. If it is determined that an area of significant size should no longer be included wit
the Floodplain District due to a natural or rraade event which has altered the
boundary, the floodlineatermining the boundaries of the Floodplain District may be
changed with approval from TawMeeting provided the new floodline to be adopted
has been established in accordance with accepted engineering practice and certif
by a registered professionalgeneer.

5.8 INLAND WETLAND DISTR ICT
5.8.1. Purpose
The purposeof Section 5.8s to:

A. Preserve and protect the streams, water bodies, and other watercourses, including
wetlands, in the Town of Arlington.

B. Protect the health and safety of persons and property agagnsatiards of flooding
and contamination.

C. Preserve and maintain the groundwater table for potential water supply purposes.

D. Protect the community against the detrimental use and development of lands
adjoining such watercourses.

E. Conseave the watershed areasArlington for the health, safety, and welfare of the
public.

5.8.2. Definition

The Inland Wetland District is superimposed over any other district established by this
Bylaw andincludes the following areas:

A. All lands within the elevations shown on the Wetland Floodplain Overlay Map of
the Zoning Map and designated as wetlaaslgefined by the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection AcG.L. c.131 840 and the implemdimng regulations310
CMR 10.0Q as well as the Town of Arlington Bylaw for Wetlands ProtectiGtig
V, Article 8), and the Wetland Protection Regulations (Regulations) promulgated
thereunderThese include lakes, pondsdswamps

B. All land area along afperenniakivers, brooks, and strearas defined by the
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Att,. c.131 84Qand the implementing
regulations310 CMR 10.00as well as the Town of Arlington Bylaw for Wetlands
Protection (itle V, Article 8), and the Wetland Protection RegulationsdRlations)
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promulgated thereundésr a horizontal distance @00feet from the center line
thereof are included in the Inland Wetland District.

C. All lands designated on the zoning map as having a shallow depth to water table.
These lands are the poorlydavery poorly drained mineral soils, and very poorly
drained soils formed in organic deposits. Poorly drained mineral soils have a water
table at or near the surface &drleastZ to 9 months during the year. The water table
remains at or close to therface of very poorly drained mineral and organic soils
throughout most of the year.

5.8.3. Applicability

Any proposed use to be located within the limits of the Inland Wetland District as determined
by theBuilding Inspectomunder Sectior3.1 of this Bylaw shall be governed by all regulations
of this Section as well as all other applicable provisions of this Bylaw.

5.8.4. Permitted Uses

Municipal use, such as waterworks, pumpindiete, and parks, is permitted under this
section. Land in the Inland Wetland District may be used for any purpose otherwise
permitted in the underlying district except that:

A. No structure intended for human occupancy or use on a permanent basis hawing wate
and sewerage facilities and no other building, wall, dam or structure (except
flagpoles, signs, and the like) intended for permanent use shall be erected,
constructed, altered, enlarged, or otherwise created or moved for any purpose unless a
Special Periih from theBoard of Appeal®r, in cases subject to Environmental
Design Review, a Special Permit from thdington Redevelopment Board issued.
However, a structure existing at the time this Bylaw becomes effective may be
reconstructed or repaired@f a fire or other casualty, as provided in Sec&dn8of
this Bylaw.

B. Dumping, filling, excavating, or transferring of any earth material within the district
is prohibited unless a Special Permit from Buward of Appeal®r, in cases subject to
Environmental Design Review, a Special Permit fromAHegton Redevelopment
Board is issued. However, this paragraph does not prohibit ordinary gardening
activitiesin lawn or garden areas which are used for such purposes at the time this
Bylaw be@ameeffective.

C. No ponds or pools shall be created or other changes in watercourses, for swimming,
fishing, or other recreational uses, agricultural uses, scenic featudeainage
improvements or any other uses unless a Special Permit frddoénd of Appeals
or, in cases subject to Environmental Design Review, a Special Permit from the
Arlington Redevelopment Boaras issued.

5.8.5. Procedures

Applications for a special perirgshall be filed in accordance with the rules and regulations of
the Special Permit Granting Authority agdL. c. 40A as outlined irSection 3Such

conditions shall include, where applicable, approval byBiberd of Appeals, Arlington
Redevelopment Boar@onservation Commission, the Massachusetts Department of
EnvirormentalProtection andor the Massachusetts DepartmenT adinsportatiorunder
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Chapter 131 of the General Lavexts relating to the protection of the inlandlamds of the

Commonwealth.

5.8.6. Development Conditions

A.

For the development of land within the Inland Wetland District, the following
conditions shalbapply:

(1) A minimum of six test borings to a minimum depth of eight (8) feet shall be
taken; three of which shdle within the area of the proposed structure and
three within 25 feet of the outside walls of the structure, but not closer than

feet. A report by a soil scientist or qualified engineer shall accompany the tg

data.

(2)  The floor level of areas to be ocdeg by human beings as living or work

space shall be four (4) feet above the seasonal high water table and not su

to periodic flooding.

3) If the basement floor level is below the seasonal high water table and afforg

the possibility of human occupanclysome future date, although not
originally intended, adequate perimeter drainage and foundation shall be
installed to withstand the effect of pressure and seepage. Furnace and utili
are to be protected from the effects of leaching.

(4)  Safe and adequateeans of vehicular and pedestrian passage shall be
provided in the event of flooding of the lot(s) or adjacent lot(s) caused by
either the overspill from water bodies or high runoff.

The developer shall show that the proposed development will not endeadgbr and
safety, including safety of gas, electricity, fuel, and other utilities from breaking,
leaking, shorcircuiting, grounding, igniting or electrocuting; shall not obstruct or
divert flood flow; substantially reduce natural floodwater storageaiigpaestroy

valuable habitat for wildlife; adversely affect groundwater resources or increase st
water runoff velocity so that water levels on other land are substantially raised or t

danger from flooding increased.

5.9 SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS FOR PERMITTED USES

5.9.1. Home Occupation

A.

In any Residential Btrict, a home occupation is permitted if all the following
conditions are met:

Q) No nonresident shall be employed therein.

(2) Not more than 25%f the existing gross floor area of the dwelling unit in the
princdpal building, not to exceed 600 square feet, is devotdietbome
occupation, and nstock in trade, commaoditigser productsshalloccupy
space beyond these limits.

3) There shall be no display of goods or wares visible from the street.

(4)  All advertisingdevices visible from off the lot are specifically prohibited.

DISTRICTS & USES
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(5) The buildings or premises occupied shall not have a detrimental impact on the
neighborhood due to exterior appearance, emission of odor, gas, smoke, dust,
noise, electrical disturbance, or inyasther way. In a structure containing
more than one dwelling unit, the use shall not become objectionable or
detrimental to any residential use within the structure.

(6)  Any such building shall include no feature of design not customary in
buildings for resiéntial use.

B. Where permitted or allowed by special permit in the use regulations, a physigya
operate an of fi cresidegnae with ugtdhhome npritegidentc i an 6 s
employee.

Town of Arlington Zoning Bylaw
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Floor Area Ratio
(See Section 5.3.5)

Third Floor Area (1,500 SF)

Second Floor Area (3,000 SF)

FAR = Gross Floor Area / Total Lot Area
ie.

FAR = (3,000 + 3,000 + 1,500) / 10,000
FAR = 7,500/ 10,000

FAR =0.75

This diagram is included folustrative purposes only. It is not part of the Arlington Zoning Bylaw.
Setback Requirements for Buildings of Uneven Height or Alignment
(See Section 5.3.15(A))
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This
diagram is included for illustrative purposes only. It is not part of the ArlingtomzdBylaw.
























































































































































































